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TilAUSPOPTaTIO!. 

fir,  because  of  its  v- rp  nature,  is  acco  anied  by  hards  hi  , 
pain,  suffering,  and  v/nct  oftei  ir  even  i ardor  to  bear,  periods  of  seem¬ 
ingly  endless  waiting  —  waiting  for  orders  to  Move  into  battle ,  wait¬ 
ing  for  3U;  ,  lit s  and  reinforce; tents,  waiting  for  relief  to  sice-  ano 
wounded.  Untold  tiiousauds  have  died  on  the  fields  of  buttle,  in  emerg¬ 
ency  aid  stations,  and  at  field  lion  Itsls  only  because  adeem  tc  ■■  edical 
attendance  rod  f-  cilitics  did  not  arrive  in  ti/e,  or  v;ore  not  »  ede 
available  at  all. 

Trie  roblem  of  bringing  nodical  aid  to  the  sic  v  end  .vour:  os  in 
battle  areas  is  essentially  r  pro blcr.t  of  supply  and  transportation. 

Tils  prooler.1  lias  been  made  en tre.iely  difficult  and  complex  during  the 
present  war  because  of  the  vast  overwo ter  distances  involved  and  the 
rapidity  with  v hich  it  is  possible  for  land  armies  to  wove.  One  of  the 
.neans  by  wliich  these  highly  mobile  troops  have  seen  supplied  is  air 
transportation,  which  has  been  developed  and  utilised  far  beyond  its 
former  peacetime  capacity. 

Hot  only  ]>s  air  transportation  played  a  vital  part  in  the 
forward  Slovene nt  of  critically  needed  iiiateriel  a. id  key  personnel,  but 
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it  has  assisted  troops  in  the  forw;  rd  areas  L&  the  return  of  per  soma  1 
wiiose  pi&  sical  or  mental  condition  renders  tneui  oi'  no  vcluc  to  th  cou- 
bat  operations  at  iiend. 

The  evacuation  by  air  oi*  sic.,  and  wounded  during  the  .resent 
war  was  accom  lislied  first  bj  thr  Germans  during  the  invasion  of  Polann. 
Patients  were  delivered  tc  the  best  coui  ad  hos  itals  in  Ger;  'any  within 
a  few/  hours  after  the  casualties  occurred,  Tiic  task  v/as  accci .  lisiw  d 
with  comparative  case  because  of  the  sliort  distances  involves.  A  com¬ 
paratively  fr.v  lanes,  me  king  several  round  trips  each  cay,  were-  able 
to  transport  a  sizeable  number  of  casualties.  The  patients,  bn..t  in  tie 
air  for  only  :  sliort  period  of  tir::r,  rernirec,  i i b vie  attenti  >n  en  route. 

Toe  united  .  tates  forces  nsv.  aj.  nowise  made  the  f  Ilest  possible 
use  of  air  evacuation.  The  bulk  of  tills  activity  lias  fallen  upon  the 
troop  carrier  units  of  the  Arm.,,  .u.vp  ,  and  ..<•  sines,  who  Operate  t..o-engine 
aircraft  witrdn  the  comb;  t  nones.  T.nse  troop  carrier  units  began  oper¬ 
ations  during  the  r*arly  days  of  trie  i  Llifd  offensive  in  the  Couth  anil 
Southwest  Pacific,  evacuating  patients  from  Guadalcanal  and  Hew  Guinea 
to  general  hospitals  in  Australia,  lew  Zealand,  and  How  Caledonia.  On 
the  otlier  side  of  the  world,  troop  currier  an  its  v  re  used  to  transport 
sick  end  vounded  from  thr.-  battle  areas  in  North  Africa  tc  general  hosp¬ 
itals  constructed  in  the  vicinity  of  Dakar.  Thus  almost  sirultaneously 
witli  the  op'  nine  of  American  offensive  action,  air  evacuation  was  cstab- 
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iiahcd  ns  s  normal  function  of  troo  .  carrier  unite.  edioel  air  ev  cua 

tion  transport  scuadrons  were  or ‘rani  red  and  assigned  to  various  air 

forces  or  fan  i  ratio  ns  to  rovide  the  necessary-  meoical  ..ersonnei  to  ussi 

1 

in  these  operations. 

Tlie  /dr  Trons^rt  Command,  operating  a  vast  network  of  military 
air  transportation  routes  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  actively  entered 
the  air  evacuation  picture  in  January,  1945,  when  four  litt.  r  patients 
were  transported  over  ;ir  Transport  Command  routes  froi  Karachi,  India, 
to  '.V  Iter  heed  General  Hospital,  .>  slur.;  ton,  F.  C.  The  ir  Transport 
Command  had  previously  carried  patients  on  its  planes  at  various  times 
but  it  v.es  this  trip  half  way  around  the  ;  orld  which  foreshadowed  tne 
activity  tc  cor.-'1  and  era  ha sized  the  necessity  for  establishing  facili¬ 
ties  and  pr -cedures  for  handling  patients  being  transported  over  long 

o 

< 

distances . 


On  February  LG,  1945,  the  Con:  anding  General,  air  Trans,  ort 

Command,  directed  thr  t  rot  tine  patients  (in  this  instance  tnc  meaning 

is  ambulatory  cases)  designated  for  evacuation  by  air  over  Air  Truns- 
- 1 - - - 

.Medical  personnel  -.vat:  tr?  ined  at  the  An  y  Air  Forces  ,  chool 
of  Air  v-  cur tion,  Bowman  Field,  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

r 

4L 

Letter,  unclassified.  Hr,  ATC  570.5,  5  March  1945,  Subject, 
"Letter  of  Information  on  Air  Fvo  cua  tion  Air  Tr/.uisport  Command ", 

with  inclosed  co;  y  of  .‘iemoranduEi  for  Colonel  .  'alter  L.  Jensen,  Sub¬ 
ject,  "2nd  Lt.  Isie  L.  Ott,  ,-7?r:6o9,  Amy  ilurse  Corps,  Report  of 
Initial  /^ir  vacua  tion  from  Karachi,  India,  to  boiling  Field,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  January  17-23,  1943." 
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port  Com.,  and  routes,  would  U  given  a  class  "tnree"  priority  ana  that 

1 

emergency  cases  would  be  give.ii  the  highest  class  .  riority  available. 
Air  Transport  Command  flight  surgeons  were  instructed  to  examine  ach 
patient  at  tiie  point  of  air  embarkation  to  determine  the  advisability' 
of  evacuation  sy  sir.  Lig  flight  surgeons  were  directed  to  ensure 
that  all  station  flight  surgeons  tablish  .rocceuics  end  facilities 
which  would  provide  for  the  proper  care  of  patients  b*.  ing  transported 

r« 

to,  thr  ugh,  or  from  tnei’r  stations. 

Procedures  and  facilities  for  the  transportation  of  patients 
were  establishes  und  tt«  :  ir  Transport  Command  nssuim  d,  as  a  normal 
activity,  the  function  of  air  evacuation  of  ctients  from  overseas 
theaters  of  oper<  tionf  to  tne  continental  li...it_  of  tnt  Uni  tea  :  tates. 
nr  Department  Circular  516,  dated  December  C,  1943,  established  tne 
responsibility  of  the  Air  Transport  Command  as  Gp. lied  to  air  evacua¬ 


tion  as  follows: 

Overseas  commanders  oh  theaters  o.'  operations,  departments, 
base  commands,  or  defense  commands  reruest  the  Co.  ..ending  General, 
Air  Transport  Command  Ting  traversing  their  tneater  to  provide 
air  evacuation  from  their  theater  to  continental  United  States, 
except  iii  extreme  emergencies ,  the  Air  Transport  Command  air¬ 
planes  will  not  be  til  verted  from  regularly  scheduled  routes. 


1 

Letter,  unclassified,  he,  A  TO  560.1,  2C  February  1943,  Air 
Priorities  Instruction  4,  Subject,  "Priorities  for  ,'ir  T>vecuetion 
of  Sick  and  V.ounded.  ” 

O 

Letter,  unclassified,  lie,  ATC  370.5,  3  ..arch  1345,  Subject, 
"Letter  of  Information  on  Air  Tv;  c nation  by  Air  Transport  Command. " 


-4- 


h  ectical  Department  personnel  for  air  evacuation  serv'^  is 
provided  oy  tno  air  evacuation  transport  squa  iuas  assigned  to 
the  air  force  of  overseas  theaters  of  operations,  d  art.  .ents, 
base  commands,  or  c-  fense  commands,  or  the  Air  Transport  Command 
V.'ing.  V.h-n  medical  air  ••  vac  nation  transport  scuadrohs  are  not 
available,  lieriical  personnel  of  the  Arm.  Air  Forces,  supervised 
cry  flight  surgeons,  will  be*  used.  The  care  of  patients  ia  trans¬ 
it  from  an  overseas  theater,  dep<  rtment,  base  command,  or  defense 
command  to  the  continent;.!  Unites.  States  is  the  re.  ousibiiitp 
of  the  Air  Transport  Command  as  far  as  the  medical  installations, 
facilities,  and  personnel  of  tiie  Air  Transport  Co... ruin  are  avail¬ 
able. 

The  circular  further  stat  d*  that:  "Troop  carrier  units  assigned  to  the 
air  force  of  the  theater  will  be  utilized  to  acco  lish  air  evacoati  n." 


The  iirst  patients  to  b  evacuated  th  iacific  ’ .'iug  were 
transport'd  in  •  rcu,  194b,  and  on  Move.dDer  15,  194b,  tne  V.'ing  was 
assigned  a  part  in  the  l;-rge  sc.  iv  Central  Pacific  Area  evacuation 
operations.  From  March  to  .November  the  .  ing  transported  an  average  of 

twenty-two  n;  tients  -■'r  month,  the  u  jority  of  these  being  transferred 

1 

from  nos.  itals  i  Australia  to  the  continental  United  ■  tates.  luring 
this  early  period  necessary  procedure  were  r  sta  biished  and  the  exper¬ 
ience  gained  was  of  value  in  connection  with  tne  larger  operations  wiiich 

followed. 


During  the  first  half 


of  194a  facilities  anci  a  standard  order 


of  jrocoaure 


were  established 


at  all  stations  for  th.  care  of  patients 


1 


and 


R<:  cords 
see  ?■  tients 


of  :  ing  v'urgeon,  Pacific  ing, 
Vac  united  Air  134  5 ,  Exhibit 


Air 

I. 


Transport  Co*  a  and; 
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in  transit  on  king  controlled  aircraft.  At  the  direction  of  tr.c  1. 
Surgc-on  each  station  surgeon  .nade  ..rr-nqements:  (1)  for  tnc  ©tVolish- 
i.ient  of  t*  procedure  v.  hereby  the  station  operations  officer  would  notify 
him  when  patients  were  expected  to  arrive,  a  G  n  till  the  next  station 
of  their  departure;  (f )  for  tr  ns  ortation  to  b>  availed.  to  meet 
plane 3  carrying  patients;  (.  )  for  feeding  of  pati  nts:  (4)  for  facili¬ 
ties  for  bathing  patients,  change  of  soiled  linen  and  bl-  nxets  and.  the 
;  erving  of  liquids  ana  Junch  on  the  plane ;  (5)  for  the  formation  of  a 
team  of  four  enlisted  medical  . •ersonnel  to  handle  arv  cere  for  .  tientc; 
(6)  xbr  beds  to  be  reserved  In  the  heap  Ital  or  dispenser}'  to  be  used  oy 
trxmsient  patients;  and  (7)  for  th  •  ssr ;,.bly  of  a  surgical  kit  which 

could  be  t'  ken  to  th-'  hangar  liw  u  _>on  the  ?  rrlval  of  a  olsne  carrying 

1 

patients. 

These  above  er.uae rated  arranger  *  nts,  vddeh  we-re  cor  p.lr.ted  in 
Mai y,  1947 ,  were  si  iple  in  na  ture  and  operation,  yet  vital  to  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  activity.  :  erier.c  *  in  the  Pacific  and  other  iugs  plain¬ 
ly  demons tr:  ted  thru  delay  and  no  lect  of  patients  resulted  ..here  terre 
was  a  leek  of  understanding  of  the  necessity  ol'  advance  notification  of 

2 

patients,  and  of  what  facilities  and  care  were  r  n aired  for  the  patients. 

- 

Unclassified  Letters  describing  arrange  exits  i.ade  b y  Pacific 
Ling  Ferrying  Groups  ana  fqjadrons,  Office  of  tne  ing  iurgeon,  Pacific 
ing,  ATC,  File  370.5. 

2 

Personal  Interview,  ajor  i  te:  hen  ...  Foote  Jr.,  nC ,  ling  eai- 
cal  Inspector,  ’acific  ing,  ATC,  9  July  1944. 
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Experiences  of  another  tyre  demonstrated  tne  necessity  of 
establishing  a  definite  policy  concerning  tiie  ct'.ro  of  patients.  In 
tiie  beginning  theater  .edicai  officers  who  accoa.puni ed  trie  patients, 
for  the  most  part,  v.vre  not  flight  ^ur  eons,  liad  had  iittl  if  any 
flying  experience,  and  Ironed  th  •  n.cs^ary  knowledge  concerning  the 
effect  of  flying  u  on  the  patients.  One  case  was  reported  in  w.dch  tin 

patient  :iade  th  tri  i  ithout  incident,  but  tic  medical  officer  was  air 

1 

sics  haring  th_  entire  flight.  Instances  /ere  reported  1*1  which  medic¬ 
al  attendants  had  taken  either  an  insufficient  or  an  ences  iv_  amount  of 
eoul  ;•  nt.  )ther  cases  .ere  reported  in  which  the  medical  offict-.r  had 
neld  up  the  departure  of  the  #  l  a  for  co.-sidernole  length  of  time,  be¬ 
cause,  at  t.  i  last  minute,  lie  had  decided  tnut  additional  medical 
equipment  an*»  supplies  were  necessary  for  the  flight. 

Ac  a  r  suit  oi'  these  experiences,  it  was  recommended  t  at,  in 

so  far  as  possible,  flight  surgeons  or  fli.  ht  nurses  be  designated  as 
3 

attendants.  ir  Transport  Corn  land  flight  surgeons  were  directed  to 


1 

Unclassified  Letter  to  the  Cor.  .ending  General,  Pacific  .  i  ig, 

ATC,  from  the  Ling  Surgeon,  Subject,  "Air  Evacuation  of  Patients", 

S3  ay  1343. 

O 

Unclassified  Letter,  Ho,  13th  Ferrying  Group,  Pacific  dng, 

ATC,  L70.5,  ?6  Airy  1943,  Fubject,  "Evacuation  of  Litter  Patients  by  Air", 
nd  Personal  Interview.  Lt.  Col.  Kernit  H.  Anderson,  MC,  ing  i’urgeon, 
Pacific  Wing,  ATC,  6  July  1344. 

3 

Ibid. .  1st  Ind. 


examine  nil  patients  prior  to  their  departure  bp  ?  ir  to  determine  if 
the  patients  w~re  capable  of  making  the  trip,  and  whf.t  medications, 
equipment,  and  su.  lies  would  b(  n  icec.'ary  to  acconiucu^  them,  racil': 

V.’ing  station  flight  surgeons  v/ere  directed  to  meet  all  Air  Transport 
Command  aircraft  carrying  patients,  regardless  o:  the  patients*  class¬ 
ifications  ana  were  made  responsible  for  the  roper  nano  ling  and  care 

1 

of  patients  while  at  their  stations. 

Th.  a  ter  medical  authorities  selected  t.ie  patients  v  no  were  to 

be  evacuated  b„  air.  The  air  evacuation  ..olici  varied  somewhat  among 

tiie  different  the.*  ters,  out,  in  general,  turn  following  types  of  cases 

■were  designated  for  air  vacua tion  to  the  contin  ntnl  United  L tales: 

(l)  patients  whose  return  to  the  United  ..totes  would  advance  toe  war- 

effort;  (?)  patients  rc<  airing  in. mediate  treatment  of  a  typ  which 

could  not  be  given  in  the  theater;  (a)  ambulator:  patients  who  would 

unaergo  an  extended  convalescence  period;  and  (^)  patients  who  were 

expected  to  die  b  <t  whose  condition  was  such  that  tij-py  could  oe  sent 

to  thair  homes.  The  return  of  the  lett- r  two  types  of  cases  to  t;  ir 

homes  not  only  constituted  a  humane  act  but  the  knowledge  that  tnese 

cases  were  returned  bod  a  iVvoraDle  •.  ftect  u  on  the  morale  of  other 

2 

patients  who  remained  behind. 

- T - 

Unclassified  Memorandum,  Hn,  Pacific  Y.ing,  /TC,  370.5,  15  une  '43. 

o 

Personal  Interviews >  Major  Stephen  S.  Foote  Jr.,  AC,  .in  eaical 
Inspector,  PYi,  £TC,  and  Major  Andrew  D.  Henderson,  7.C,  Commanding  Officer, 
809th  Medical  Air  vacua  tion  Transport  Souadron,  9  July  1944. 


Normally  thp  Air  Transport  Com,  and  conducted  inter- theater 
evacuation  only  but  tlit  i.i_^it&ry  arm  naval  operations  in  the  Control 
Pacific  T neater  presented  a  unicue  situation  which  repaired  a  devia¬ 
tion  from  the  normal  procedure  and  intra-theater  evacuation  was 

1 

assigned. 

American  naval  units  and  land  armies  conducted  major  uilitaiv. 
operations  in  the  cone. u*  st  of  the  Japanese-held  isl:  nd  fortres.  es  which 
».ere  a  thousand  to  three  thousand  miles  from  my  major  land  b:  ses  occu¬ 
pied  by  the  Allied  rowers.  In  order  to  rovide  medical  care,  which 
wo !ild  meet  the  iii-.h  synch  ros  cati.fli.shou  by  trio  Army  and  hsvy  for 
World  sr  II  it  v.as  necessary  to  iinve:  (1)  adequate  medical  personnel 
and  a  piece  to  vork  neer  the  front;  (?)  adequate  sources  of  supply; 

(a)  rapid  means  of  trruis:>ortction  for  medical  eoui_  m- nt  and  supplies; 
and  (4)  ra_  id  evacuation  of  certain  t.,  pcs  of  patients  to  well  equipped 
general  hos  >it&ls. 

Tlie  conouest  of  tip*  Gilbert,  nrsliall,  and  i.iarienas  Islands, 

v.nicn  are  ap  roximately  e:  uidistant  from  Australia  and  Hawaii ,  tne  two 

major  /Hied  bases,  presented  obstacles  vuich  inaae  the  maintenance  of 

tiiese  standards  difficult.  Surface  vessels  required  .  any  da^  s  or  weeks 

to  transport  personnel  and  supplies  to  and  from  tue  battik  areas  and 

the  aircraft  were  handicapped  uy  the  distances  involved  as  well  as  by 
- 1 - - - 

See  Pacific  Wing  Regulations  £5-5.  1  June  1944,  Fxliibit  II. 


the  lack  of  landing  strips  on  the  invaded  islands,  particularly  during 
the  earlj'  stages  oi  the  combat  operations  vi.eu  taeir  services  were  j,.ost 

needed. 


To  overcome  tn esc  oust*,  clos  to  evacuation,  casualties  were 
collected  in  the  forward  ar  .s  by  surface  vessels  and  whenever  possible 
by  troop  carrier  planes  of  the  Ar../,  kuvy ,  and  Marines  and  carried  to 
nearby  island  evacuation  centers  Men  were  est'-.olis.  ed  ».itidu  con¬ 
venient  range,  nation ts  designated  for  ev;  cuation  by  ail  to  general 
hospitals  were  tra  s  .  rted  in  the  C-54  air  lanes,  operator  by  the  Pacif¬ 
ic  king.  Air  Trans;  ort  Co.tr.a.od,  to  the  island  of  Oaiiu,  Territory  of 
Hawaii,  where  nospitaiiration  facilities  wore  available. 


Tills  procedure  acco.  lished  the  objectives  of  evacuation  and 

solved  a  truly  unirut  situation.  The  .  roc  enure  worked  so  well  tiiat  it 

was  directed  th  t  all  patients,  v/ho  could  not  bo  returned  to  duty  within 

1 

thirty  dnv,  s,  would  b- •  evacuated  by  air.  Tjius  sir  evacuation  of  sick 

and  wounded,  which  had  originally  been  an  cmoig^ncy  operation,  became 

a  routine  procedure  and  the  necessity  of  building  Up  large  uedical 

installations  on  remote  islands  be  hind  the  ever  advancing  Lattle  front 
2 

was  obviated. 

- x - 

oECHJ.’T  Letter,  Central  Pacific  Foret  ,  :  nited  States  Facific 
Fleet  Aircraft,  ferial  0011,  Gubject,  "Air  ’’vacation  of  Sick  and 
wounded ",  10  Janus,  r,  1345. 

2 

l.-rsonal  Interview,  ajor  Andrew  D.  Henderson,  I  C,  30Gth 
* edical  Air  "vacuation  Transport  Squadron,  IT  July  1944. 


Early  in  November,  1943 ,  plans  were  u.ade  to  evacuate  casualties 
from  the  forthcoming  battl-  for  Tarawa  v«Mch  began  on  nov-aber  PO.  Five 

C-54A  aircraft,  ec nipped  to  cerry  twenty -four  litter  etients,  were 

.  1 

assigned  to  the  Pacific  ,lng,  Air  Tr  i  sport  Go:.:  and.  At  the  same  time 
the  809th  and  C>l£th  Medical  Air  Evacuation  Trans  -^rt  Bnuadrons,  in  tra: 
ing  at  Bowman  Field,  Kentucky,  were  dcsignatea  for  dut„,  in  connection 

r> 

( 

with  the  oper  t'or.  of  these  In. nos. 


Personne:  and  ec iii. -merit  of  thf  8o9th  Medical  Air  vne nation 

Transport  Souadron  were  trrns<>ortod  frojt  Bov.rnn  Field  to  Hamilton  Fielc, 

California,  by  commercial  aircr:  ft  and  from  Ham  lton  Field  to  liickam 

Field,  Hawaii,  in  the  five  C-54A  fiirplunos.  Tne  first  three  flights 

arrived  at  Hick  am  Fit  id  on  November  11  a»id  the  lest  lane  arrived  on 

November  15.  Tne  812th  'edical  Air  fvacuation  Trcaisport  Squadron 

followed  by  train  tc.  Pittsburg,  California,  and  from  there  b;,  water  to 

3 

lick  air.  Field,  arriving  I).- comber  f.2. 


On  ..ove.iotr  15,  1943,  two  C— £4A  air. -lanes  fie.,  fro;.  hick  am 
Field  to  Canton  Island  with  personnel  of  the  09th  Medical  ,lr  I  vac na¬ 
tion  Aauadron  and  on  November  18,  sixteen  survivors  of  t  o  B-r'4  air- 
- _1 - 

Project  ..6355,  (COuFIDFNTIAL) . 

? 

Senadron  ids  tor:/ ,  onth  of  ho^em-«~r  1945,  809th  .edical  Air 
TVscuation  Transport  Eruadron,  and  or. uadron  hietory ,  ..'.ontii  of  November 
1945,  812th  Medical  Air  evacuation  Trans  jorf  Squadron. (COwFIDLpTIAL) . 

5 

Ibid . ,  Months  of  November  and  December,  1945. 
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planes  which  hid  crashed  near  Funafuti,  were  evp.cu:  ted  by  th.  d09th  to 
Hickarn  Field  in  Air  Trans  ort  Command  planes.  Thus  alJ  nr  ran  percents 
had  been  completed  to  evacuate  casualties  from  thi  forthcoming  battle 

for  Tarawa. 


Trie  five  C-54A  airplanes  assigned  to  the  Pacific  Bing  were 

operated  on  evacuati oa  dasions  unricT  the  control  and  direction  of  the 

3  4 

Cor.unanding  General,  Geventn  A  it  Force,  until  M  y  17,  1944,  when  tne 
Coiiu  anding  General  of  the  Pacific  iug  as.  ur.-eu  full  operational  control 
of  all  evacuation  activities  conducted  uy  taose  planes.  Tne  Seventh 
Air  Force  notified  tiie  Pacific  ing  as  to  ivir.t  flights  v.-ouid  oe  ;.uue, 
the  number  of  patients  which  .  ould  bo  evacuated,  ann  designs  ted  tne 


passengers  and  cargo  that  would  be  c  rriea  on  both  tiir  forward  and 


return  tries. 

1 


Personal  Interview,  CrA  tain  J  ..  L- tt,  .'C,  8o9tn  .  cdical 
Ail-  evacuation  Trans nort  S'  i-edron,  July  If,  1944. 

2 

roj<ct  96355.  (CG.::  irrhTIiX) . 

•Z 


Sli  If  T  Letter  to  Colonel  '  .  S.  Lawton,  Chief  executive,  Pac 
iug,  ATC,  from  Brigadier  General  . Ore.  Commanding  General, 

P  cific  -  i..g,  ATC,  11  November  194.” . 

4 


lC) 


Horn 


"CiV'T  Radiogram  to  Ryan  (Com.  anuing  General,  Pad  lie  '  ing, 
rsnall  (Chi^f  of  Staff),  :r  57431,  17  i.iay  1944. 


lie 


The  lanes  were  also  made  available  oa  rei.ueet  of  tne  Command¬ 
ing  General,  United  states  Ar».«y  Fore  a  Central  TJnoific  Pr^s.  rhje 
oLCR  T  Letter,  AG  G7G/670  CPA,  11  January  1944,  Subject,  "Air  Evacua¬ 
tin'',  Fxliiuit  III;  COufID  PTIAL  Letter,  Subject,  "Pacific  Ping  Plan  of 
Operation" ,  Project  9635b,  15  November  194G,  Exhibit  IV;  and  SFCRFT 
Letter,  Station  7  Detachment  APO  ,?P40,  16  February  1944,  Subject, 
"Responsibility  for  Loading  Air  evacuation  C—  54  Aircraft",  "xhibit  V. 


The  Pacific  '  ing  reti  Lned  ownership  of  tiir  Inn  -s,  provided  the 


flying  personnel,  bri  fee  tiir  crews ,  prepared  th  cargo  and  j  asxenger 
manifests,  .loaded  &..d  unloaded  cargo-  end  .  nil,  prepared  tiir  weight  and 
balance  data,  acco  lished  the  first  and  second  echelon  maintenance, 
and  furnished  the  messing  and-  nousing  faculties  for  all  Air  Trans  ort 
Com;  and  personnel  connectr  i  ith  the  opera  tion. 


The  •  09 th  and  81?: th  1  radical  Air  ;  Vacua tion  r&ns  ort  La  e.drons 
were  assigned  to  tiie  levant  Air  Forcr  a  .d  tne.ir  persona'.  vo  re  carried 
on  the  passenger  list  when  engaged  in  flights.  The  original  agreement 
between  tiie  Cornu  landing  Gt  acre  1,  ;  Seventh  Air  Force  and  tiir  Coiai  and  ing 
General,  Pacific  ing,  ar  Transport  Com  and,  had  called  for  the 

attachment  of  the  839th  and  81A.tr  ."edicai  Air  vacua ti on  Transport 

1 

Souadrons  to  tiie  ?•  cific  ing  for  operational  control,  out  medical 

o 

units  -/ere  not  attached  to  the  p?  ci  i  ic  i  g  until  June  G,  1944. 


Tils  divided  autnority  over  tne  o  erati.»n  Mid  control  of  these 
aircraft  required  clos-  coordin;  tion  between  tiie  two  organisations  con¬ 
cerned  a. id  it  was  co  rten  tly  necessary  tc  revise  Ians  and  akc  new 
agre enents  in  order  to  ensure  the  fullest  possible  use  of  the  air- 


1 

SECRET  letter  to  Coi.onel  .8.  Lawton,  Crdef  xecctive,  Pr cific 
iiitg,  ATC,  from  Brigadier  General  V.in  Ord  Ryan,  Com.  anding  General, 
Pacific  V.ing,  ATC,  11  November  1948. 

2 

SACRKT  Field  Order  207 1  /  r  a  graph  1,  Hq,  USAFICPA,  APO  .v-958, 

6  June  1944,  Exhibit  VI. 
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1 


planes . 


The  planes  were  placed  at  the  full  disposal  of  the  Comi/anding 

General,  C-  ntral  Pacific  Area,  a. id  tne  Coin  .ending  General,  seventh  Air 

Force,  in  so  far  as  he  recuired  tiiem  for  evacuation  •  ur poses.  He  was 

desirous  that  toe;;  be  used  primarily  for  tins  urpose  since  their 

diversion  might  i  -air  th^ir  readiness  one  efficiency,  diversion  also 

2 

presented  the  ossibility  that  all  or  a  part  of  the  airplanes  would 

be  .vitiidrawn  from  evacuation  activities  entircl,,  .  on  the  other  nend, 

the  airplanes  ..ere  assigned  to  the  Air  Transport  Commend  and  trie 

Com  ending  General,  P.  cific  .  ir.g,  v.ns  dosir  us  that  ail  slrcT-  ft 

assigned  to  his  organization,  including  the  five  C-54A  airplanes, 

ue  operated  in  such  a  tenner  as  to  obtain  tlirir  fullest  productive 

use  in  the  transportation  of  cargo  and  personnel.  On  January  2.7  tun 

Air  Trans  >ort  Com.  '  nd  was  given  authority  to  use  these  pis  nor  for 
S 

other  purposes  but  so  long  as  a  definite  number  of  specifically 


1 

Personal  Intervi.  ws,  officers  of  Pacific  ing  mid  seventh 
Air  Force  concerr.od  with  th>:  operation.  Also  correspondence  on 
record  with  Ac  jutant  General,  Pacific  V.ing. 

J> 

Personal  Interviews ,  officers  concerned  v/ith  the  operation, 
and  Unclass  ified  Letter,  F-3/RV.P/r  s  to  .  jor  General  H.  L.  George, 

C  m.. .anding  General,  Air  fr  nr.  rt  Com.  and,  from  Brigadier  General 
>.  11.1  iam  Ord  f^/an  Goa;  •  no; ng  General,  Pacific  V.ing,  ;TC,  4  January 
T944,  Subject,  "  ^s;  ignment  of  Five  C-54  Airplanes”,  'xniuit  VIII. 

3 

Part  lirase  of  S  TF.T  lessage,  AAF,  Ho,  ATC,  27  J  nuary  1344, 
"Assign,  .ent  of  Five  C-54  Air  planes",  dibit  VIII. 


designated  air]  1;  ties  r<  aiued  suoject  to  tia.  c;  11  of  the  Seventh  Air 
Force,  the-  pnei  tie  .  ing  was  unable  to  iocluec  .  ith  certainty  these 
airplanes  in  any  overall  j  Ians  for  tr/  movement  of  normal  Air  Trans¬ 
port  Cora,  and  cargo. 

Free  ti.  e  to  tine  the  <  la.  then  c  r  i see,  either  by  the  Seven¬ 
th  Air  Force  or  the  p;  'ific  i  r,  as  to  me  bn  r  the  .lams  were 
actually  assigned  to  th  on-*  or  the  o;  .h«  n  but  in  th<  >n  tnt  Pacific 
.,i».0  retained  ownership,  in  .  rch  6  the  planes  were  loaned  to  ti  e 

seventh  Air  Force  and  -..ere  no  io..r.»  r  re  orted  by  the  .ir  Transport 

1 

Com.  iand. 

On  ay  ±7,  19*±4,  Lhe  uirpl-  m  s  ,  ere  r  turne(  to  tiie  Air  Trans¬ 
port  Cou  and  mu  the.  entire  r<  a  -c  .isiri^ity  for  •  vac  nation  .vas  lac*- a 

2 

vvitn  tiie  Cut  ana  tig  General,  Pacific  i  g.  Tins  reduced  the  amount 
of  coordination  nrcesoar,;,  ami  <  ii  in  tccJ  ti:*  necessity  for  constant 
r  vision  of  lens  v  iiicti  had  existed  v  .lie  ti  e  respo.  sioility  v/as 
divided.  The  Theater  Commander  and  Com., landing  General,  hevnnth  Air 
Force,  had  only  to  r<  :  uest  tne  air  Tram-  art  Co,  me  t)  move  cm- go  and 

evacuate  patients.  The  Com,,  anuing  Cexi*  ral,  .  acific  ..ing.  having  been 

1  . 

h.  Ch'  T  radiogram  to  11/ u».  (Commanding  General,  Pacific  ».iug, 
,gfC)  from  George  (Commanding  General  ATC)  ATC  0008,  4  arch  1944,  md 
CONFIDiiiTI/J.  Letter,  Ho,  pacific  Vdng,  ATC,  6  Arch  1944,  Suoject, 
"Hospital  vacuation  Proj  ct",  exhibit  IX. 

2 

L‘  CRhT  liaciogram  to  iyan  (Com-maing  Cciiurai,  P-.cil*ic  ..ing, 
ATC)  from  harshall  (Chief  of  Staff),  V.ar  37461,  17  iiay  1944. 
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given  sole  and  cc:.  !•  te  control  over  the  aircraft,  was  free  to  commit 

the  planet  to  *uV  use  te  saw  fit.  II'  .vas  limited  orJ^  tu  tue  extent 

that  tie  was  required  to  accompli.  n,  with  the  C-51A  air.. lam  s,  t.ie 

1 

evacuation  re.-uested  by  the  T neater  and  Lo-ventn  Air  Force.  The  number 
of  evacuations  incrK  sod  to  such  a.  t^  f  nt,  te.  <  v<  r,  that  an  appreci¬ 
able  div.  rsiou  regained  impossible. 


Between  dovombt-r  it,  194  d,  and  Junuaiy  5,  1944,  vacua tion  iron 
the  Gilbert  Islands  was  conducted  from  Pacific  ~ing  Air  Transport  Com¬ 
mand  Station  7,  Canton  I  si?  ad,  and  Pacific  'ling  ir  Trans,  ^rt  Command 

O 

Stauion  -17,  Funafuti,  i  here  ersoiiu'l  oi  tin  oddtli  heoical  'ir 

IVncuati  on  Tran a  ort  hr. uadron  va  re  stationed.  A  C-.C4/  sir..]  ne  was 

held  in  t  *-  a.dincss  at  r.r.  uton  I:  l;.rf  and  u  on  call  departed  for  Funafuti 

with  a  medic*  flight  crcv.,  usually  consisting  of  two  nurses  aim  one 

surgical  tecna'.oian.  The  >  tionts,  who  I.aa  o  -en  assembled  at  Funafuti 

by  iavai  surface  vessels  arid  troo.  carrier  aanes ,  wore;  luc-'d  aboard 

5 

tte  .dane  a.*d  flown  tc  idekam  Field.  The  lane  made  a  stop  at  Canton 
Island  where  both  th:  operational  and  medical  crews  wore  relieved  qy 


1 

Pnd  Indorsement,  h  Ci  T  Letter,  Ir,  Pacific  '  ing,  ATC,  subject, 
nidr  Evacuation  Plan,  Central  Pacific  Area",  1  June  1944,  Txnicit  X. 

O 

Lee  Exhibit  IV. 

3 

ouaaron  ili  story ,  oiitn  of  lovembcr  1943 .  ruia  Co  uadron  id  story  , 
.ontn  of  December ,  1943,  809th  Jecical  /dr  vacua tion  Transport  he uadron. 
(CONFH  /UAL) . 
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new  crews  who  compl-ted  the  trip  to  Hicka.n  Fic-ld.  This  evacuation 

flight  of  upproxiro.-  tely  EGC5  nautical  miles  was  nor  molly  acco  Li  shed 

in  eighteen  hours  total  elapsed  tine.  ;eventy-tvo  ntients  were 

evacuated  in  November  and  on  hund red  and  seventy-five  nti'-nts  v;err 

1 

evacuated  from  tins  ai-ea  in  I>c  ruber. 

On  January  5,  1944,  the  far  ard  evacu-  tion  center  was  moved 
fro;..  Funafuti  to  Tarawa  to  accomodate  the  evacuation  of  casualties 
from  the  ..are hall  Islands  .  ;!•••  r  •ccific  rout  or  uroc  .ure  was  follow¬ 

ed  until  tne  twenty-fir.  t  of  January  when  a  definite  scheuul.  was 
2 

established. 


The  schedule  established  provided  for  the  de  >artuxe  of  one 
_  lane  eacn  day  fro-.)  buth  Hickum  field  and  Tar-  wa.  The  -lane  d<  part¬ 
ing  from  Hickum  Field  war  scheduled  to  leave  at  17  0  (5:20  P.  .)  arrive 
at  Canton  Iclond  at  OoOO  (9:00  1.  .)  and  arriv-  at  laraw;  at  0950 
(9:50  A.  :.).  The  plant,  was  "turned  around"  and  scheduled  to  depart 
from  Tarawa  at  1200  (1:  :00  arrive  at  Canton  Island,  d\ -passing 

Apamama,  at  1345  (G:45  .),  depart  from  Canton  Island  at  2245  (10:45 

and  arrive  at  Hickum  Field  at  1015  (10:15  Ten  crews  were 


1 

Records  of  the  30-  th  edical  Air  Evacuation  Trru. sport  Souadron. 

n 

Prior  to  January  21,  flights  had  been  made  to,  tlirough,  or  from 
Cariton,  Funafuti,  Tarawa,  Apamama,  and  Baker  Inlands.  Two  non-stop  flights 
had  oe-en  made  from  Tarawa  to  Llickam  Field,  a  distance  of  2083  nautical 
miles.  See  Hospital  Plane  Activities,  month  of  January  1944,  .  xliibit  XI. 
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* 


assigned  to  the  five  C— 54A  airplanes  and  tnc  plan  of  operation  provided 

for  each  crew  to  operate  one  round  trip,  Canton  Island  to  Apamama  to 

Tarawa  to  Canton  Island,  rest  twenty -four  hours,  raid  opf  rati  the  neat 

schedule,  Canton  Island  to  Itickam  Field.  In  this  .  anner  all  crews 

1 

rotated  with  layover  stops,  both  directions,  at  C  nton  Inland. 

The  ten  Air  Transport  Command  flirht  crews,  rc  uirea  to  o  -orato 

the  C-54A  airplanes,  were  assigned  to  Air  Trans  ort  Command  .  station  /IP., 

P 

Hicham  Field-,  c  tntion  IP  was  responsible  for: 

(1)  riting  operation  orders  for  th(.  flight  fro: .  wickam  to 
Canton  Island. 

(?)  Preparing  of  opera tijns  autnorization  orders  for  tne 
round  trip. 

(3)  ’'is  atcldiig  of  planes  in  accordance  with  the  established 
schedule. 

(4)  Loading  southbound  aircraft  .dth  priority  cargo  for  Apa- 
mama  or  as  directed  bj  iing  Priorities  and  Traffic  Division. 

(5)  Briefing  of  flight  crews  and  re-paring  weight  mu:  balance 
data. 

(6)  're-paring  of  manifest  of  cargo  mid  passengers. 

(7)  Scheduling  of  flight  crews. 

(8)  Maintaining  necessary  liaison  v/ith  the  BJ'Jth  Medical  Air 
evacuation  Transport  Souadron  of  the  Seventh  Air  Force. 


1 

COtiFirr  TIAL  Letter,  pacific  .'ing,  ATC,  PI  January  1944,  Subject, 
"Plan  of  Opera t  ons  -  "vacua t ion  Service",  b:  hi  bit  XII. 

Ibid. ;  these  arrangements  presented  in  detail  because  they  are 
typical  of  arrangements  >  hich  had  to  be  made  fro:;,  time  to  time. 
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station  ft 7,  at  Canton  Island,  was  responsible  fcr: 

(1)  Maintaining  housing  and  messing  faciiiti  s  i‘or  two  layover 

crews. 

('•)  Preparing  operations  orders  for  th  flight  Canton  Island  to 
Apamama  to  larawa  to  Canton  Islauoj  also,  operations  orders  Canton 
Island  to  Hickruin 

(3)  Maintaining  position  plot  of  aircraft  onei-uaea  over  the 
route  as  scheduled. 

(4)  Briefing  and  weight  and  balance  data  as  necessary. 

(5)  Coordinating  of  departure  and  arrival  messages  from  stations 
involved . 

(6)  Providing  through  maintenance  of  the  so^thoound  flights  euid 
25  hour  check  on  northbound  flights. 

(7)  Providing  manifest  of  cargo  and  asset  jt*«-rs  as  necessary. 

A  detachment  of  tntio  7,  Canton  Island,  was  established  at 

Tarawa  consisting  of:  one  Priori  ti*  s  and  Traffic  officer,  ?::■  ericnced 

in  weight  and  balance  probl  ans;  one  n listed  man,  mechanic;  ana  one 

enlisted  man,  ci'  rk.  The  Tarav/a  detaennent  was  res  -onsiblr  for: 

(1)  Maintaining  liaison  with  Goventh  Mir  Forc<  for  coordination 
of  evacuee  movements. 

(.?)  Pr<  paring  departure  messages  and  notify  ing  interested 
agencies  of  aircraft  arrivals. 

(3)  fix  suiting  loading  of  evacuees. 

(4)  Providing  weight  end  balance  data. 

(5)  Preparing  manifest  of  cargo  and  passengers. 
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The  daily  schedule  whs  not  faithfully  adhered  to,  however, 

because  of  tee  uncertainty  which  existed  concerning  tnt.  .■ . ount  of 

passengers,  cargo,  and  patients  to  be  transport  u  and  beeaus*  of  vie 

delay  in  securing  parts  idr  t he  C-54A  air  . lanes.  On  F.  fcruary  17,  all 

efforts  to  maintain  a  set  schedule  were  discontiauwa  mid  tri.  s  were 

1 

nude  only'  u  on  the  reguest  of  tile  Aevent!.  Air  Fore'  . 


On  February  20  the  rout  was  strnig  .t-„-.ied  out  bp  shifting  the 
s to  -over  unit  fro..  Canton  Island  to  Johnston  Island.  fat  route  by 
Canton  Island  ..as  0750  n;  tical  miles  wnile  the  nev.  Jolmston  route 
was  only  2108  nautical  wiles,  a  saving  of  1G4?  nautical  idles  and  eight 
to  nine  ctual  flying  hours. 


The  following  daily  sch  dule  was 

3 

Field  and  Tara  a  on  ••  rch  1,  104*1: 


Southwest  Found 


established  between  ALLckam 


northeast  hound 


(Local  time) 

0515  (5:15  A. i. )  weave  Hickain  Field 
0700  (7:50  A.  .)  Arrive  * Johns ton  Island 
UOdO  (9:50  A.l'.)  Leave  Johnston  Island* 
1C15  (4:15  ?.'  .)  Arrive  Tarawa 


(Local  ti.  e) 

Arrive  1115  (1:15  F.  ..) 
Leave  0000  (0:00  A .  . . ) 
Arrive  0700  (7:O0  A.  .) 
Leave  2115  (  J:15  P.  .  .) 


^Points  wher  the  aircraft  operating  crew  changed. 


personal  Interview .  Captain  Orville  J.  wlson.  Priorities  and 
Traffic  Officer,  station  •;!?.,  Pacific  i  Lg,  ATC,  Hickam  Field,  T.  K. 

2 

Permanent  Operations  Records,  Station  ,A12,  Pacific  V.'ing,  ATC, 
Ilickaui  Field,  T.  II. 

3 

Ibid. 
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The  operating  procedure  for  tnis  new  route  was  sillier  to  that  esteb- 
lished  for  the  trl  by  the  way  of  Canton  Island  except  that  the  flight 
medical  crews  made  the  run  -11  the  way  tiiraugh  from  Tarawa  to  hickam 
Field.  This  daily  schedule  was  maintained  with  a  high  degree  of  success. 

by  A.-ril  tlie  majority  of  .  nti-  nts  being  evacuateu  oy  air  from 
the  evacuation  c  liter  f  t  Tarawa  was  originating  at  points  ruch  closer 
to  Kwajalein  than  to  Tarawa.  Since  Kvvajal- in  is  approximate!;  536 
nautical  miles  north  of  Tarawa  find  approximately  tne  same  distance  from 
Hickam  field  as  Tarawa,  it  v.as  decided  to  move  the  central  air  evacua¬ 
tion  station  from  Tarawa  to  Kwajalein,  said  tnus  save  as  much  as  one 

1 

day’s  travel  tine  for  tne  >atients. 

One  Air  Transport  Command  officer  and  .ine  enlisted  men  were 
transferred  from  Tarawa  to  Kwn j olein  on  the  seventeenth  of  April  to  make 
arrangements  for  oper-  tions  from  this  ooint.  Medical  ^ersonatl  were 
transferred  tc  Kwajalein  on  lay  5,  and  a  daily  scheduled  flight  to 
Kwajalein  v.n,-,  u-stablished.  The  scheculeo  fli,  uts  to  Tarawa  wore  dis- 
continued. 


_ On  June  19  the  first  ol  five  additional  air  lanes.  C-54J3 _ 

1 

Squadron  history .  ,..onth  of  May  1044.  dO’Oth  .iedical  Air  1  vacua- 
tion  Transport  Snuadron  and  Cnundron  Victory .  Month  of  .nay  1944.  S12th 
medical  Air  evacuation  Transport  Squadron. 

2 

Ibid,  and  Operations  Records,  Station  12,  Pacific  Ying,  ATC, 
Hickaa  Field,  T.  H. 
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aircraft,  equipped  to  carry  twenty-pint  litter  patients,  arrived  ,t 
Hicjcaui  t ielo .  In  July  tilt-  live  original  C— 64,.  aircraft  were  enchang— 
ed  for  C-64B  air  lanes.  with  this  fleet  of  ton  C-64B  air  Iru-.s  it 
was  possible  for  tir  Pacific  .ing  to  :ne<  t  normal  dousnus  for  evacua¬ 
tion  oi  patients  irom  Australia  n»<  the  Central  Pacific  ~rea  to  iiickmn 
Field  and  fron  lick  rn  Kiel-  to  th  continental  limits  of  the  United 
btetes.  At  the  same  time  the  Cora  imr  dn.  General,  v th  eo  •  !•  to  con¬ 
trol  over  th“  1  ,nes,  v.t  3  frr  e  to  e ivert  them  to  other  us*  s  when  they 
were  not  reouired  for  evacuation  opera tionr. 

The  evacuation  activiti  s  of  the  Pacific  in;-  r )  ’assively 
increased  in  volume  of  oati- nts  tr«  nenorted,  and  in  sco  e  of  operation, 
during  this  ran  tire  period.  Turing  tlu  month  of  led '..be r  one  hundred 
and  seventy-t  o  patients  were  evacuated  fron  the  evacuation  centers 
at  Funafuti  and  Canton  Island.  1 2  ight  hundred  oiv  twelve  pati-  nts,  the 
majority  of  them  battl"  casualties  fron  Saipan,  were  evacuated  from 
Kvvajalein  during  th  ...onth  of  .Jure  .  An  average  of  one  hundred  and 
forty-six  pt  tieutr.  per  month  <v  v?  ova  cut  ted  from  Australia  anu  the 
islands  of  the  Pacific  exclusiv*  of  th  f -64  operations  as  pa.rt  of 
the  normal  transport  functions  of  th*  ing.  luring  this  period  the 

1 

oh.GRrT  Assigned.  Aircraft  Data ,  Form  AF,  ATC-SC-dA,  June,  1:,44. 

2 

CO  .FID-  CTIAL  Daily  Activity  Report,  Pacific  ing,  TO,  10 

July  1944. 


facilities  for  treating  patients  bot  .  while  in  flight  and  wiiile  on  the 
ground  were  constantly  improved#  xpericncc  of  pc .rnunent  value  was 
Coined  Tn  the  operation  oi  tnc  air  or  it,  ■  .*d  in  she  care  and  nanrlliug 
of  patients.  The  groundwork  was  laic,  for  th>.  further  expansion  of 
evacuation  activities  which  took  place  in  July. 


The  following  taole  indicates  the  number  of  patients  evacuated 
by  t'ne  Pacific  ing  over  the  routes  described: 


Month 

Number  of  patients 

..Ui.bcr  oi 

evacuated  exclusive 

vacua  tec; 

of  C-54  roj  ct 

reject 

March  ’43 

o 

A, 

April  *41 

12 

May  *4  5 

28 

Jun-'  '45 

26 

July  *45 

24 

August  *43 

16 

September  '45 

11 

October  ’45 

55 

November  ’45 

37 

72 

December  *43 

178 

175 

January  '44 

32 

567 

February  *44 

214 

286 

..larch  ’44 

149 

408 

A;  ril  *  44 

87 

456 

May  '44 

177 

512 

June  ’44 

224 

812 

TOTAX:  1162 

oJ68 

_ CO..J TOTAL:  4230 

1 

Figures  for  patients  ev;  cuated  exclusive  of  C-54  project 
fur. J.S lied  by  Tang  Surgeon,  Pacific  King,  ATC;  figures  for  C-54 
project  evacuation  furnished  by  the  809th  and  812  th  Medical  Air 
Evacuation  Transport  Squadrons;  see  also  Exhibit  I. 


The  following  table  indicates  the  increase  in  aircr  ft  op«.  ra- 

‘l 

tion  in  evacur tion  activities  from  December,  1943,  to  July,  1.44: 


Operating  Data  on  C-54  Aircral  t  i,i  vac  nation  .ervice 


Month 

Ton  Files  Flo  n 

Flying  Time 

December  *43 

249,999 

424:16 

January  '  44 

236,092 

370:51  a 

Febrmjy  '44 

362,774 

627:29 

iwaren  '44 

577,034 

719:35  b 

April  '44 

377,322 

568:43 

Fay  ''14 

607,612 

691:00 

June  ' 44 

732,539 

956:43 

a  Operated  on  orders  7th  Air  Force  from  1st  to  14tn  January  1944 
b  Operated  by  7th  Air  Force  from  6  arch  to  17  ay  1944. 


A  greater  utilization  of  the  C-54  aircraft  could  hav-  been 
obtained  during  much  of  this  period  had  tlie  Theater  and  .  ov  n.tu  Air 
Force  rec  uested  the  transportation  of  a  larger  number  of  patients, 
cargo,  and  able  bodied  oersonnel  and  nad  better  maintenance  been  pro¬ 
vided  which  ViCnilt  nave,  reduced  the  tine  the  planes  were  out  of  service 
for  repairs.  The  following  charts  show  graphically  the  increase  in 

utilization  of  tne  aircraft  assigned  to  the  evacuation  project: _ 

1 

Table  prepar  d  by  the  Statistical  Control  Officer,  Pacific 
i ting ,  ATC. 

2 

Persoxtal  Interview,  Captain  Lindsey  M.  Morris,  AC,  Assistant 
Flight  Operations  Officer,  Pacific  ..lag,  ATC,  July,  1944. 
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HQ  PACIFIC  DIVISION 
AIR  TRANSPORT  COMMAND, 


a y 


TON  NILES  FLOWN  31  C-51i  AIRCRAFT  IN  EVACUATION  SERVICE 

LEGEND 

_ _ _ 1ZZD 


Ton  Miles 


- 


80URCE:  Report  of  Aircraft  Utilization  and  Traffic  Data  (Form  ATC-SC-8 ) 
Plane  Load  Computation  Records  (Form  OP-9) 
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A 


Prepared  by  STATISTICAL  CONTROL  SECTION 


^  HQ  PACIFIC  DIVISION 

™  AIR  TRANSPORT  COMMAND,  AA?* 

HOURS  FLOWN  BY  C-$L  AIRCRAFT  IN  EVACUATION  SERVICE 


HOURS 


LEGEND 


HOURS  FI, OWN  BY  C-51  AIRCRAFT  IN  EVACUATION  SERVICE 


SOURCE:  Report  of  Aircraft  Utilization  and  Traffic  Statistic# 
(From  ATC-SC-8 ) 

Plane  Movement  Records,  based  on  Flight  Messages 
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by  STATISTICAL  CONTROL  SECTION 


Chapter  II 


CAR!  OF  PATIJ’VITS 


Viitliin  seven  and  one-half  months,  3068  sick  and  wounded  troops 
were  transferred  in  Air  Transport  Corui.is.nd  C-54  airplanes  from  remote 

islands  iii  the  Pacific  Ocean  to  gene-re  1  hospitals  thousands  of  miles 

1 

from  tlie  battle  zones.  (Sr-o  Plate  I  end  Plate  II)  This  was  accom¬ 
pli  s  lied  because  those  engaguc  in  wartime  air  trunsporta ti on  and  tucse 
engaged  in  wartime  medicine  worked  tcgetlier  to  pioneer  n  transporta. lion 
service  for  sick  and  wounded  men  over  the  longest  air  routes  in  the 
world.  The  aircraft  were  operated  by  two  Pacific  ding,  /ir  Transport 
Conuiiand,  the  patients  were  cared  for  b  the  dO‘Jth  and  81k  th  .edical 
Air  Pvacuation  Trans  <  *or  t  bo nacrous. 


The  600th  hectical  Air  i  v;  citation  transport  Squadron  was  activa- 
2 

ted  July  b,  1043,  and  ti  e  81? th  medical  ,-dr  vacua tion  Transport  Lqua- 

3 

dror*  was  activated  Sej  tember  1,  1043,  at  bowman  Fielc,  Louisville, 


1 


Tiiis  figure  it  for  C-b4  airplane  evacuation  only.  A  total  of 
4230  patients  were  evacuated  by  the  Pacific  V.'i  g  fron  Larch  1043  to 

July  1,  1944. 

2 

General  Orders  do.  14,  Paragraph  1,  ifc,  AAB,  Bowman  FI:  Id, 
Louisville,  Ky.,  5  July  1943. 

3 


General  urdt  rs  No.  19,  Paragraph  1,  Ho,  AAB,  3owman  Field, 
Louisville,  Ky.,  1  September  1943. 


Kentucky.  Immediately  foil o win fr  activation,  the  t..o  organizations  were 

brought  to  full  strength  ir.  accordance  vdtn  Table  of  Organization  Number 

1 

8-477,  November  SO,  1942.  Their  personnel  vert  cjrav.n  from  graduates  of 
the  Any  Air  Forces  Ichool  of  Air  vacua tion  located  at  Bowman  Field. 

Each  organization  was  'JLlcttcd  one  major,  flight  sur  eon;  four  captains, 
flight  surgeons;  one  first  lieutenant,  adjutant,  MAC;  one  first  lieu¬ 
tenant,  chief  flight  nurse;  twenty  -four  second  lieutenants,  flight  nurses; 
and  sixty  -one  enlisted  me:,  who  perform  d  ad  .inistrative,  supply ,  end 
medical  functions. 

V.hilr  at  Bow-on  Field  the  two  organisations  engage*:  in  an  ext  n- 
sive  training  program,  v.orkirg  and  train!  g  as  i..de.  undent  units.  The 
training  "rogram  consists  of:  (1)  class  room  instruction  in  the  medic¬ 
al,  adminis  trativc,  ana  cup;  ly  problems  connect  u  with  air  eve  cut  ti->aj 
(f.)  practice  in  .loading  *-nd  unlo;v  i.*g  litter  .atients  on  no  off  air¬ 
craft;  (o)  ractice  flights;  (4)  us‘  of  :ne<  ical  facilities  ai  d  ecuf  - 
r.ent  aboard  .ircraft;  a  no  (5)  conditioning  for  field  duty  which  includ- 
ed  over-nig.it  nikes  and  nivouacs. 

Vsrly  in  November,  194b,  the  organizations  vver  trruisferreo  to 
tne  Ce.itral  Pacific  Ar**a  to  assist  in  the  evacua  tion  to  be  conducted  by 

1 

Personal  Interview,  Major  Andrew  l  .  Henderson,  Commanding  Offi¬ 
cer,  809th  Medical  Air  Vacuation  Transport  Squadron,  JuJy  1944. 

2 

Ibid. 
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the  Seventh  Air  Force  and  tne  Air  Transport  Command .  The  809th  neaical 

Air  vecuaticn  Transport  Cruadron  arrived  hoveirber  11  ar.d  the  812th 

Feed  cal  Air  • vacua tion  Transport  Cruadron  arrived  Dect mb-  r  25,  1945. 

Both  organisations  were  assigned  to  the  Seventh  Air  Force  ena  the  two 

oper  ted  jointly  rather  than  as  senr.ru  te  organisations  in  the  evr cua- 

1 

ti  n  of  sick  and  wounded. 

On  ovember  15  the  first  contingent  of  the  809th  ..edical  Air 
Evacuation  Transport  Ecuauron,  consisting  of  one  flignt  surgeon,  six 
iiurses,  six  surgical  t  ehrdciauc,  and  two  administrative  clerks,  was 
flown  to  Air  Transport  Comii.and  station  *7  ot  Canton  island  to  estab- 
lish  an  evacuation  center  to  d*-  used  in  the  handling  of  casualties  from 
the  impending  battle  for  Tarawa.  At  the  same  tine,  a  second  contingent, 
consisting  of  one  flight  surgeon,  six  surgical  tucinicians,  and  ts.o 
administrative  clerks,  was  sent  on  beyond  Canton  Island  to  Funafuti. 

The  Commanding  Officer  of  the  60  Jth  hr  deal  Air  vacua tion  Tra.isj.-ort 
Squadron  accompanied  his  personnel  to  Canton  Islrnd  and  on  to  Funafuti 
for  the  purpose  of  su  orvising  the  establishment  of  evacuation  service 
and  conferring  with  island  officers  of  the  Army  and  llavy  r<.  garding 
arrangements  for  evr  cuation. 

The  fii^iit  nurses  were  the  first  women  to  be  stationed  at  Canton 

- j - B - — 

ocuadron  :ii story .  honth  of  Ilovr-r.'bor  1943.  809th  heaical  Air 
hvacuation  Transport  oouadron  arid  Ocundron  1 1  story .  .  onth  of  Fovemuer 
1943.  81? th  ..ledical  Air  Ivacuation  Transport  Oouadron. 
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Island,  and  special  quartern  ’..ere  constructed  to  accomodate  tne-m.  The 

male  evacuation  personnel  were  ouartored  vdth  the  medical  pcrsouiel  at 

the  amy  station  hos.ital.  iursec  were  not  included  in  the  second 

1 

flight  because  of  the  inch  of  facilities  at  Funafuti.  A  dispensary 
was  the  onlj  me  iical  installation  located  tnerc  and  the  means  for 
providing  suita.. lc  quarters  for  nurses  were  unavailable. 

patients  were  collected  by  naval  surf-  c*  vessels  and  c„  air¬ 
planes  of  the  Central  Cor i bat  Air  Trans. .ort  Service  (comoiiieu  army,  navy, 
and  marine,  troop  currier  squadrons)  r-.d  were  brought  to  th<  Funafuti 
evacuation  center  by  the  trooj  carrier  airplanes.  A  surgical  technician 
of  the  8o9th  Meuical  Air  vacua tion  Tr  nseort  Seu&dron  was  assigned  to 
each  troop  carrier  airplan0  of  the  Central  Combat  Air  Transport  Service 
engaged  in  evacuation  duty  to  act  ns  aeccal  attendant.  Th  flight 
surgeon  of  the  809th  '..eeical  Air  Evacuation  Transr^ort  Scuadron  coordina- 
ted  the  activities  of  the  troop  carrier  ncuadrons  with  the  rir  evacua¬ 
tion  service  to  Hick  am  Field.  "hen  l  sufficient  number  of  patients  had 
been  collected  and  designated  for  sir  evacuation  to  Kickam  Pield,  a  C-C4A 
airplane  was  dispatcher,  from  Canton  Inland  with  two  flight  nurses  and 

1 

Scmauron  History ,  i.onth  of  :.ov  mber  194.5.  809th  .Medical  Air 
Evacuation  Transport  Squadron  and  Squadron  .iistoiy  ,  Month  of  dovemoer 
1943,  812th  Medical  Air  vacua  tion  Transport  Squadronj  and  Personal 
Interview.  Captain  J  ues  E.  Lett,  Flight  Sorgeon,  809th  Medical  Air 
Evacuation  Transport  Sruadron. 
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one  surgical  technician  to  pick  up  the  patients.  The  medical  crew 

accompanied  tne  patients  to  Canton  Island  where  they  were  relieved 

and  a  new  medical  flight  crew  took  over  ana  attended  the  evacuees  on 

1 

the  remainder  of  their  trip. 


By  the  end  of  December  Tarcwa  w..c  occupied  and  the  cor., bet 
activities  were  shifted  to  the  marshall  Islands.  Of  necessity  the 
evacuation  activities  moved  forward  ith  the  task  forces  and  on  Jan¬ 
uary  5,  1944,  the  evacuation  center  was  transferred  from  Funafuti  to 
Tarawa.  The  81?th  Medical  Air  Evacuation  Transport  Scnadron  joined 
tne  809th  Medical  Air  •'vacuation  Transport  Sruadron  at  the  beginning 
of  the  Tarawa  operations  nuc  tne  t  .o  organ! nations  worked  jointly 

r» 

C 

thereafter. 


Four  flight  surgeons  and  twelve  surgical  tecLdcian.s  v.ere  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Tarawa  to  coordinate  evacuation  activities  and  to  act  as 
medical  attendants  on  the  troop  carrier  aircraft  used  in  the  collection 


1 

Squadron  History  t  i onth  of  l  oveiaber  1945 ,  809 th  i, iedical  Air 
Evacuation  Tr^aisporli  Squadron  and  Squadron  History.  Month  of  ’Jovember 
1945.  812th  Medical  Air  Evacuation  Transport  Squadron j  and  Personal 
Interview .  Captain  James  E.  Lett,  Flight  Surgeon,  809th  Medical  Air 
Evacuation  Transport  Souadron. 

2 

Ibid. .  and  So uadron  history .  Month  of  January  1  J^4 .  81£th 
Medical  Air  Vacua tion  Transport  Squadron.  Material  not  otherwise 
documented  has  been  obtained  from  personal  interviews  wit a  personnel 
of  the  809th  and  812th  i.U  dical  Air  Evacuation  Transport  Squadrons  and 
from  the  monthly  histories  of  those  two  organizations. 
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of  patients.  A  start  time  after  tiie  move  tc  Tarawa,  an  ev  ;cuation 
sub-station  v/as  established  at  Wakin  and  a  flight  surgeon  and  t'.  o  surgi¬ 
cal  technicians  were  assigned  there  to  assist  the  troop  carrier  snuad- 
tons  in  the  transfer  of  patients  to  Tarawa.  The  flight  nurses  regained 
at  Canton  Island  ana  made  round- trips,  Canton  Island  to  Tarawa  and 
Canton  Island  tc  Hickam  Field. 

rith  the  establi  aliment  of  the  more  direct  route  through  John- 

1 

ston  Island,  February  27,  the  Canton  evacuation  center  was  closed  and 

the  nurses  were  transferred  to  Tarawa  v.nere  tne’  were  attached  to  the 

naval  hospital.  An  air  evaciu  tion  rd  was  esta olishea  in  the  Tarawa 

hospital  where  the  patients  were  placed  as  soon  as  thee  were  designated 

for  transfer  by  air.  The  flight  nurses  who  cared  for  the  patients  in 

the  war?  accompanied  them  all  the  way  thr  ugh  to  Hicham  Field.  This 

procedure  proved  to  be  highly  satisfactory  oecause  it  gave  the  flight 

nurses  an  opportunity  tc  observe  and  become  acouainted  with  their 

r^atients  before  departure.  Thus  they  tad  a  greater  knowledge  of  what 

2 

care  would  be  required  in  flight. 

On  April  1  another  sub-station  was  established  at  Fniwetok  and 


1 

Permanent  Operations  Records,  Station  ,/ 12,  ?■  ciiic  king,  ATC, 
Hickaro  Field,  T.  H. 

2 

Personal  Interview.  First  Lieutenant  Frances  (N;  I)  i  organ, 
Chief  Flight  ,orse,  809th  Medical  Air  Fvscuation  Transport  Squadron. 
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a  large  proportion  of  tlie  patients  were  soon  evacuated  troop  carrier 
airplanes  from  Eniwetok  to  Kv/ajalein  to  Tarawa  where  they  were  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Air  Transport  Command  operated  C-54A  airplanes.  On  ?iay  6 
the  central  evacuation  center  was  moved  to  Kwajalein,  and  Tarawa  was 
retained  only  as  a  sub-station.  Because  of  tne  unavailability  of 
nurses*  quarters  at  Kwajalein  and  because  the  distance  was  too  great 
for  tliem  to  make  a  round-trip  from  Hickam  Field  without  a  stop-over, 
t:ie  flight  nurses  were,  taken  off  the  run  during  the  month  of  Day  and 
flight  surgeons  and  surgical  technicians  were  assigned  as  medical  attend¬ 
ants.  On  June  1  aur.rters  at  Kv/ajalein  having  been  com.  leted,  (See  Plate 

1 

III),  the  flight  nurses  were  again  assigned  to  the  evacuation  flights. 

During  the  month  of  June,  Decause  of  the  i  rge  number  of  casual¬ 
ties  incurred  in  the  battle  for  Gaipan,  more  patients  wore  evacuated 
than  during  any  previous  month.  In  addition,  personnel  of  the  two  Mecdc- 
al  Air  Evacuation  Transport  &  uadrons  were  sent  to  Australia  to  assist 
in  the  normal  evacuation  activities  of  the  Air  Transport  Command  from 

Australia  to  Hicham  Field  and  from  Hicham  Field  to  the  continental 
2 

United  States. 

Flight  nurses  were  used  as  medical  attendants  aboard  evacua- 

1 

Souadron  History.  Month  of  June  1944,  609tb  Medical  Air  Evacua¬ 
tion  Transoort  Gnuadron. 

2 

See  Patients  vacu  ted  Dy  Air.  1944,  Exhibit  I. 
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tion  airplanes  in  preference  to  flight  surgeons  or  medical  technicians 
v*  lien  ever  it  was  at  ail  possible.  It  was  ouserved  that  tne  knowledge 
of  their  presence  in  the  forward  areas  was  of  definite  morale  value 
because  it  conve„  ed  the  idea  tint  everything  .ossibl^  was  being  done 
to  give  the  combat  troo  -s  the  best  ;x>ssible  care.  Altlicugh  the  surgi¬ 
cal  techn:'  cians  proved  t  news  elves  capsule  of  caring  for  patients  while 
in  flignt,  the  patients  evidenced  gr^  :  ter  confluence  in  t lit  knowledge 
and  ability  of  th*.  flight  nurses  t-Lan  in  the  enlisted  ruen  (surgical 
technicians) .  The  employ mi nt  of  flight  nurses  rather  timn  flight 
surgeons  was  considered  a  more  efficient  use  of  medical  personnel  both 
because  the  medical  officers  v-  rr  r*r  uired  for  a  gre*  t  many  other  duties 
and  because  large  aumoers  of  iursu.‘  could  be  trainee  ano  commissioned  in 
far  less  time  tinn  medical  officers.  The  nurses  th  -ns'  were  enthusi¬ 

astic  about  flignt  duty  secausc  it  ..as  r.or  interesting  til'  n  routine 
hospital  work  and  represen too  greater  respons 'biiity.  They  were  more 

frequently  eager  than  reluctant  to  br  cent  to  the  v<  centiy  oonouered 

1 

areas  wh  re  living  conditions  were  ;r^mitive. 

At  the  time  the  two  ..edical  air  vucuation  Transport  Squadrons 
were  trained  and  eouipped  at  Bowmen  Field  it  was  anticipated  that  they 

would  be  assigned  to  duty  with  C-47  aircraft  making  flights  of  from 

-  — 

Personal  Interview .  Kiajor  Andre*  L.  Henderson,  FC,  Commanding 
Officer,  309th  Fedical  Air  Evacuation  Transport  Souadron,  and  interviews 
with  various  flight  nurses. 
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three  to  four  tours;  but  th-.y  were  assigned  to  C—  54  aircraft  ’which 
made  flights  of  from  eight  to  fourteen  hours .  In  order  to  accomplish 
their  mission  new  procedures  had  to  be  developed  mid  ci *sufi-e  in  equip¬ 
ment  iico  to  ce  mc.de  from  time  to  time  as  experience  dictated. 

lach  evacuation  souadron  had  boor,  ec  nipped  with  twenty-four 
standard  airplane  ambulance  chests  do signed  to  carr^  nil  the  medical 
sup, .‘lies  and  ecuipiuent  necessary  for  trie  uttcxic.  nc<  of  utients  ..idle 
in  flight.  This  type  of  crest  ..as  crrrieo  on  evacuation  flights 
during  ho’r£ mber  fair  feet mbor  out  it  soon  became  apparent  that  it  was 
inadequate  for  tin.  longer  l’lif  i.ts  uue  larger  ..unbr r  of  p.drruG  in¬ 
volved  in  the  evacuation  activities  of  t.ie  C-54  rdrifuifc&.  To  overcome 
this  deficiency,  personnel  of  the  t  o  scuaurcns  do; ignec;  ant-  construct¬ 
ed  chests  of  a  different  ty  pe  v.lucir  ..roved  to  be  iil^idy  satisfactory. 

The  standard  t„  pe  airplane  ’imbalance  crest,  resembling  a  foot- 
locker  in  appear: -.ce,  was  twenty-seven  oy  thirteen  by  twenty -two  inches 
and  weighed  seventy  ounds.  It  contained  standard  <• ■  -in*  rgency  medical 
dressiii.  3,  drugs,  chemical  not  pads,  electric  heating  cup,  paper  drink¬ 
ing  cups,  cleansing  tissue,  urinal,  and  bed  pan. 

The  no.;  chest,  designed  by  t.ie  two  Medical  .•  ir  Tlvacuation  Trans- 
p  rt  Squadrons  for  their  use  on  the  C-54  airplanes,  was  constructed  of 
wood  and  was  thirty-six  inches  high,  twenty -s«/en  inches  deep  and  forty 
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inches  wide.  It  was  idgh  enough  so  that  the  top  could  dc  used  conven¬ 
iently  as  a  table.  Doors  were  .'laced  on  one  side  .-no  op-' ned  out  as  on 
a  cupboard.  Rubber  .v heels  were  placed  under  th  two  corners  oi  on <r  end 
to  enable  the  medical  attendant  to  move  it  about  vhile  the  air  ne  v.as 

in  flight.  Th-  •  i  n.t,  including  all  ar  v'  ment,  ..as  135  pounds. 

Th  original  chest  and  been  extremely  n  kw  rd  to  ork  from 
because  of  the  interior  jirrnn;  t  :  lent  and  because  it  v.ac  necessary  to 
stoop  over  or  sou?  t  down  to  roach  the  various  items.  Th  nev:  chest 
had  ample  drawer  space  and  compartments  so  arranged  that  the  crurs, 
instruments,  ana  supplies  are  readily  accessible.  The  increased 
sise  made  it  possible  to  carry  a  larger  stock  of  the  standard  items 
iiic Luded  in  the  original  chest.  The  following  adcitionci  items  '.are 
i  cLudoa  as  scanu  rd  eouipraent:  (1)  nloou  lasma;  (?)  an  oxygen  unit 
with  ask;  (3)  canteen  cups;  and  (4)  dri.dd.ng  tubes.  A  s.  ace  wee  left 
for  emergency  sup  lies  ano  eouipiaent  to  be  included  from  ti-.e  to  time 
depending  upon  the  iv-'*ds  of  special  cases.  riysihLogical  solution, 
albumen  units,  dextrose  normal  s?  line  solution,  mid  oxygen,  all  of 
which  come  in  1.  rge  containers  and  occupy  considerable-  space,  are 
examples  of  the  type  of  supplies  frequently  c-rri  d  in  the  emergency 
S;>ace. 

Although  th'  n<  ..  ty.-e  chest  proved  to  b<  veiy  satisfactory, 
exjerience  i  dicated  that  several  modifications  would  be  desirable 
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and  a  Modified  cheat  was  constructed  ?  nd  :-l.  ced  in  service  on  o-.y  1. 

Tiie  Modified  chest  was  not  a.,  dee.  ns  toe  original  chest  i  nb  for  this 
reason  v:as  easier  to  move  up  and  down  the  aisles  ol‘  the  i  ir.il.jie.  A 
space  vras  provided  for  the  carry  m  of  twenty-four  litter  straps, 
tv.-enty -four  pillow  cases,  and  twelv* •  sheets.  It  had  o«  en  found  that 
in  so  far  as  possible  all  sup  Lies  should  be  carried  in  tb  chest  be¬ 
cause  items  which  were  carried  loost  tended  to  become  lost  in  the  plane 
until  tne  end  of  the  flight  when  tb  patient,  and  cargo  v.\  re  removed. 
(See  Plates  IV,  V,  VI.) 

Upon  being  assigned  to  duty  on  tin:  uorw  l  cvaciu  tion  ih.ig-.ts 
of  the  Pacific  V.ing  from  ru:-  traiia  to  tlv.  continental  limits  of  the 
bnitod  States  in  -June,  tlie  evacuation  sc  u- .ur  ns  fouao  that  still  an- 
other  type  of  chest  v.as  r  cuired.  The  r.»ajority  of  patients  evacuated 
from  Australia  were  carried  on  tn  s.'tnie  plan  itn  th  r* .  ular 
pass  nig ers  and  si-ce  it  was  neither  practical  nor  necessary  i'or  th* 
medical  attendant  to  t:-J:  the  large  chest  on  this  type  of  trip,  a 
s.nall  ch>  st  weigidng  thirty  pounos  vans  designed  and  put  into  rsr. 

T-ie  small  civet  was  large  enougn  to  accomodate  th  n  ods  of  the  few 
patients  normally  carried  on  these  flights  and  light  enough  to  be  in¬ 
cluded  with  either  the  patient* s  or  the  attendant's  sixty-five  pounds 


1 

The  newest  type  chest  ’weighed  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
oounas  and  was  thirty-nine  inches  by  tliirty-tv/o  ncl  three-cuarters 
inches  Ir,  twenty  inches. 
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baggage  allowance.  (bee  Plates  VII, 


VIII,  IX.) 


^6 


To  facilitate  tlie  loading  unci  unloading  of  litter  patients 
collapsable  platforms  sixty  inches  by  sixty-one  inches  b;  forty-seven 
and  one-half  inches  were  constructed.  (be>;  Plates  X,  XI.)  The  instruc¬ 
tion  at  Bowman  Field  had  concerned  the  handling  of  patients  on  C-47  air¬ 
planes  and  the  lifting  of  patient-  u  to  tin  entrance  of  the  a^r  lane 
had  not  presentee  much  of  a  problem.  Jn  the  other  hand  tho  C-L4  type 
aircraft  are  much  nigs'  r  from  th  ■  ground  and  some  means  ha  a  to  be  de¬ 
vised  whereby  the  patients  could  be  lifted  up  to  attendants  who  passed 
the...  into  the-  airplane. 

The  first  patients  were  loaded  at  Funafuti  by  backing  a  truck 
up  to  the  air;  lane  and  lifting  the  patients  from  ti.e  ground  to  the  truck 
platform  and  from  there  to  the  air. lane,  bince  this  procedure  v;ae  not 
satisfactory,  the  problem  was  solved  by  construction  of  loading  plat¬ 
forms.  Two  of  these  platforms  were  laced  by  the  entrance  to  tne  air¬ 
plane.  The  litter  patient  whs  lifted  up  between  the  platforms  to 
attendants  standing  on  the  platforms  wlio  in  turn  passed  the  patient 
into  the  plone  where  other  attendants  rec^iv-  d  him.  Unloading  was 
accoi  lisiicd  by  hv  rsing  the  rocecure.  (bee  Plates  XII,  XIII,  XIV,  XV.) 

Twenty -four  litter  patients  were  carried  on  the  C-54A  air¬ 
planes  and  twenty-eight  litter  pat ion ts  were  carried  on  the  C-L43 
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airplanes.  The  litters  were  arranged  in  tiers  of  four  litters  each  on 

each  side  of  the  center  aisle  of  the  plane.  (Sec.'  Plate  XVI)  It  was 
found  that  the  patients  neoaing  the  least  attention  should  be  ^ut  on 
tiie  to_-'  and  bottom  litters  and  that  those  reouiring  tiie  most  attention 
should  bo  laced  on  tiie  middle  litters  where  they  would  be  more  access- 
ide  to  the  attendants.  (Sec  Plates  XVII,  XVIII.)  Highly  nervous 
pati  ents  travelled  better  in  the  for.  erd  part  of  tiie  plane  than  toward 


tiie  tail. 


A  "citcning  procedure”  was  set  u.>  for  th"  evacuation  of  C-54 

2 

airplanes  carrying  litter  p.ti  ms.  This  procedure  was  uoiished  by 
the  Pacific  ding,  era.-  *11  ;ir  Transport  Command  personnel  and  air 
evacuation  medical  personnel  concerned  were  thoroughly  instructed  in 
the  care  and.  handling  of  sick  ant  vounded  in  the.  event  of  a  forced 
landing  at  sea. 


Snoots,  pillows,  an.,  pillov,  slips  were  added  by  the  two  i.edical 
Air  vacua tion  Transport  Sr uadrons  as  standard  equipment.  These  items 
httd  not  been  included  in  the  table  of  equipment  because  it  had  not  been 
anticipated  that  patients  would  be  transported  on  such  long  flights 


1 

Thirty  -two  litter  patients  were  carried  on  C-54B  airplanes 
in  emergencies  as  during  tiie  evacuation  of  Saipan  casualties. 

2 

Pi  telling  Procedure  for  0-54  deal  cal  Air  Evacuation  Air:  lanes. 
Pacific  Y.ing,  Air  Transport  Command,  Exhibit  XIV. 
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through  extremely  hot  weather.  The  use  of  sheets  and  pillow  clips  w&s 
much  more  sunit.jy  than  the  use  of  blankets  which  were  difficult  to 
clean.  Frequently  patients  wore  no  clothing  while  en  route  because  of 
the  type  of  injury  they  had  received.  It  was  desirable  to  keep  them 
covered  at  all  times  and  a  blanket  was  too  warm  for  this  pur:x>se  while 
the  plane  ws 3  on  the  ground  at  some  tropical  island.  Blankets  were  too 
rough  to  place  over  men  suffering  from  burns  or  open  wounds.  (See  Plate 
XIX). 


It  was  found  that  the  patients  rested  better  during  night 
flights  tlian  during  daytime  flights.  They  reouired  more  attention 
durinc  the  daytime  because  they  usually  slept  during  the  night  end 
seldom  slept  during  the  dap  tine.  The  feeding  of  patients  curing  the 
d&y  presented  a  problem  which  did  not  exist  at  night.  During  the  day 
patients  were  served  rt gul&r  meals  prepared  while  the  plane  was  stopped 
on  the  ground  for  refueling;  and  while  in  the  air  iiot  soups  and  simple' 
meals  were  pre  pared  on  a  '10 1  plate  by  the  flight  nurses,  m  uecerober 
a  galley  kit  similar  to  those  used  by  commercial  airline-,  aoded 
to  facilitate  the  preparation  of  food. 

Of  necessity  almost  every  type  of  patient  has  been  evacuated 
b;  air  in  the  Central  Pacific  Area  and  it  hits  been  demonstrated  tiiat 
ai.  ost  any  type  of  patient  may  be  transported  by  air  without  ill  effect. 
At  first  it  was  feared  that  the  transportation  of  patients  over  Long 
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distances  would  unduly  fatigue  them  ana  they  would  suffer  ill  effects 

as  a  result.  On  the  contrary  tht  knowledge  of  being  taken  to  a  general 

hospital  or  to  the  continental  United  States  by  tn-  fastest  possiole 

means  seemed  to  have  a  stimulating  effect  which  overcame  any  harmful 

1 

effect  of  the  long  trip. 


Contrary  to  the  opinion  held  before  the  op«  ration  got  unr-er 
way,  it  was  found  that  persons  suffering  froir,  lie  ad  iujuries  could  oe 
safely  and  satisfactorily  evacuated  by  air.  On  ti*e  other  hand,  it 
was  observed  tl^t  persons  with  acute  abdominal  conditi.  ..s,  chest  in¬ 
juries,  and  respiratory  conditions  were  affected  by  the  changes  in 
atmospheric  pressures  caused  ty  the  ciiangcs  in  altitude.  These  ty_  es 
of  cases  were  evacuated  satisfactorily',  however,  making  the  flight 

at  two  to  three  thausana  feet  elevation  rather  tnan  at  the  usual  eight 

2 

'  to  ten  thousan<  feet  elevation. 


During  this  period  of  almost  a  year  and  one-half  the  experience 


of  the  Air  Transport  Commend  and  he  units  assisting  in  the  operation 
demonstrated  that  air  evacuation  of  sick  end  wounded  from  Australia 
and  the  islands  of  the  Pacific  Oc can  was  ooth  practical  and  desirable. 


1 

Persoxial  Interviews.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Kermit  H.  Anderson, 
ing  Flight  Surgeon,  Pacific  V.'ing,  ATC,  July  6,  1944;  and  major  Andrew 
D.  Henderson,  809th  Medical  Air  vacua tion  Transport  Gquadron,  July  20, 

1944. 

2 

Ibid. 
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The  evacuation  service  was  expanded  in  July,  1344 ,  and  there  if  every 
indication  that  an  even  fuller  use  will  be  made  of  tills  ...eras  of 

transportation  for  sick  and  wounded. 
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First  LiouV nant  Frances  (1.  I)  .  .organ,  A1IC,  Cilef  Flight  purse, 
3o3ti.  r.ical  Air  vacurtion  Transport  Le uadron,  July,  1944. 


Second  Li’  utennnt  .■  gnes  .  Flaherty,  ANC,  Flight  lurse,  809th 
lieoical  Hr  vacuation  Transport  L  uadron,  Jury,  104*+. 

Staff  , erg  ant  Frederick  .  •ximsley,  Supply  Lorgeant,  809th 
denies!  i.ir  vacuation  Transport  ,  cuadron,  July,  1344. 


Sc  uadron  hi  s  tori  -  s 

o  uadron  11.  tory  t  8u9t s  .  enic  .1  A  i  r  vacuation  i  rai3  ’or  t  .  .  a  a  .  ron . 
Lg uadron  History ,  81Pth  leu i cal  pir  vacuation  Trans  ort  ■  uadron. 

Miscellaneous 

Li tcnln^  Procedure,  C-54  icnical  Air  vacua tion  .•  irnlane,  pacific 
Viing,  ATC. 
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REGULATION 

HO.  25-3 


HEADQUARTERS, 

PACIFIC  WING 

aIR  transport 
APO  953 

COMMaND 

1  June  1944 

MEDICAL 

Air  Evacuation 

Pertinent  directives  on  this  subject  are  W.D.  Circular  316,  1943; 
AAF  Regulation  20-1;  ATC  Regulation  25-6,  and  ATC  Priorities  and  Traffic 
Manual  (Chapters  5  &  7)* 


1*  General 

The  Pacific  Wing  is  responsible  for  providing  air  evacuation  of 
patients  from  each  theater  served  to  the  continental  United  States.  In 
addition,  the  Wing  will  evacuate  patients  along  Pacific  Wing  routes  with¬ 
in  a  theater  when  so  requested  by  the  theater,  and  when  space  is  avail¬ 
able.  any  other  evacuation  will  be  upon  agreement  with  the  theater  and 
the  Commanding  General,  Pacific  Wing. 

2.  Medical  Air  Evacuation  Transport  Personnel 

a.  air  evacuation  service  on  Pacific  Wing  planes  will  be  pro¬ 
vided  by  personnel  of  Pacific  Wing  Medical  a ir  Evacuation  Transport 
Squadrons.  Medical  attendants  will  be  flight  surgeons,  nurses,  and 
surgical  technicians  assigned  to  Pacific  Wing  evacuation  squadrons, 

*  b.  In  order  to  accomplish  the  above,  units  of  air  evacuation 

squadrons  will  be  attached  to  certain  stations  of  this  organization, 
uther  stations  having  patients  to  be  evacuated  by  air  will  request  the 
proper  personnel  from  stations  to  which  air  evacuation  units  are  attached. 
Commanding  officers  will  be  kept  advised  of  the  station  from  which  they 
should  request  such  personnel.  The  request  will  be  made  by  radio  and  the 
commanding  officer  requesting  medical  attendants  will  be  notified  of  the 
ETa  of  attendants  by  the  commanding  officer  providing  evacuation  personnel. 

•  c.  In  order  to  provide  relief  for  attendants,  and  to  effect  an 
organized  relay  system,  personnel  attending  a  patient  from  any  station 
west  of  Station  #12  will  be  ordered  only  as  far  as  Station  #12.  The 
commanding  officer  of  the  station  originating  the  evacuation  will,  if  the 
patient*s  destination  is  to  the  continental  United  States,  notify  this 


Headquarters  immediately  upon  departure  of  the  patient  so  that  proper 
attendants  may  be  prepared  to  continue  the  evacuation  at  Station  #12, 

The  message  will  include  the  number  and  type  of  attendants  required.  It 
will  likewise  be  necessary  for  commanding  officers  enroute  to  notify  this 
Headquarters  if  the  evacuation  is  discontinued  or  unduly  delayed. 

d.  Relationship 

(1)  Air  evacuation  personnel  attached  to  a  station  are  res¬ 
ponsible  to  the  commanding  officer  of  that  station, 

(2)  The  Senior  Flight  Surgeon  with  the  unit  will  make  recommen¬ 
dations  to  the  commanding  officer  and  station  surgeon  on 
matters  pertaining  to  air  evacuation. 

(3)  Personnel  of  air  evacuation  units  may  be  required  to  per¬ 
form  other  medical  duties  under  the  supervision  of  the  ATC 
station  surgeon'  provided  that  such  duty  does  not  interfere 
witn  the  primary  duty  of  air  evacuation. 

3.  Selection  of  Patients 

a.  Patients  are  evacuated  upon  request  of  the  theater. 

b.  Patients  will  be  examined  by  an  ATC  Flight  Surgeon  before 
they  are  permitted  to  embark. 

c.  as  a  result  of  the  above  examination,  the  flight  surgeon  will 
make  recoirmendations  to  the  commanding  officer  upon: 

(1)  The  advisibality  of  the  patients  travelling  by  air. 

(2)  The  classification  of  the  patients,  as  follows: 

Class  I-  -  Mental  Cases 
Class  II  -  Hospital  litter  (bed)'  patients 
Class  III  -  Hospital  ambulatory  patients  (walking) 
Class  IV  -  Troop  class  patients  -  need  no  medical 
care  enroute . 

(3)  The  number  and  type  of  attendants  required. 

4.  Priority 

a.  Paragraph  7o,  Chapter  V,  aTC  Priorities  and  Traffic  Manual 
is  quoted:  '  *' 

"c.  Sick  and  Wounded :  Sick  and  wounded,  will,  in  the  case  of 
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routine  evacuation,  be  entitled  to  Class  3  priority  but  will  not  supersede 
apy  other  personnel  or  material  of  the  same  classification  at  point  of 
origin*  Sick  and  wounded  personnel  being  evacuated  by  air  will  move  under 
Class  I  priority  while  enroute  between  transfer  points  and  will  not  be 
displaced  by  any  other  passengers,  cargo  or  mail*  Exceptions  to  this  may 
be  made  only  at  the  discretion  of  the  air  Transport  Command  Station  Flight 
Surgeon*  at  transfer  points  enroute,  where  sick  or  wounded  passengers  are 
removed  from  the  aircraft  as  a  routine  matter,  it  will  be  considered  that 
such  personnel  are  originating  at  such  stopover  or  transfer  points  with 
respect  to  their  priority  classification,  when  suitable  hospital  facilities 
are  available*  Determination  as  to  whether  or  not  available  hospital 
facilities  are  suitable,  will  be  made  by  the  Air  Transport  Command  Station 
Flight  Surgeon*  If  they  are  determined  to  be  unsuitable,  sick  and  wounded 
passengers  will  be  moved  through  transfer  points  at  Class  I  priority, 
kedical  personnel  accompanying  the  sick  and  wounded  being  evacuated  by  air 
will  move  in  the  same  priority  classification  as  that  assigned  to  the  sick 
and  wounded*  kedical  personnel  returning  to  their  proper  station  follow¬ 
ing  the  completion  of  an  air  evacuation  mission  will  be  assigned  a  Class  2 
priority*  kedical  personnel  accompanying  sick  or  wounded,  or  returning 
to  their  proper  station  following  the  completion  of  an  air  evacuation  miss¬ 
ion  will  be  permitted  in  addition  to  their  regular  baggage  allowance,  an 
excoss  baggage  allowance  not  to  exceed  fifty  pounds  for  the  transportation 
of  a  Chest  Airplane  Ambulance.  Emergency  evacuation  of  sick  and  wounded, 
when  necessary,  (in  areas  where  essential  medical  treatment  is  not  avail¬ 
able,  for  emergency  cases  or  in  areas  which  must  be  evacuated  because  of 
military  necessity  and  the  services  of  the  Air  Transport  Command  are  re¬ 
quired  for  such  evacuation)  will  be  undertaken  at  the  highest  priority  under 
the  control  of  the  Commanding  General  of  the  Theater  involved.  Normally, 
aircraft  of  the  air  Transport  Command  will  not  be  diverted  fran  their  reg¬ 
ularly  established  routes  to  accomplish  air  evacuation  of  sick  and  woun¬ 
ded." 


b.  iVhen  patients  are  being  transported,  designation  will  be  made 
on  the  passenger  manifest  of  the  fact  that  they  are  patients.  This  will 
be  accomplished  by  placing  the  word  "patient"  in  parenthesis  beside  the 

name* 


5*  Sendihg  of  Messages 

Section  II  of  aTC  hegulation  No.  25-6  is  quoted,* 

"Keaponaibilities  of  Commanding  Officers,  Operations.  Officers  and  Pilots. 

*  •  » 
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1«  It  is  the  responsibility  of  Commanding  Officers, of  Posts, 

Camps  and  Stations,  whenever  and  wherever  a  patient  (or  patients)  is  placed 
aboard  an  airplane  of  this  Command  for  evacuation  by  air  to  see  that  a 
mes3age  is  sent,  by  the  fastest  communication  available,  to  the  Commanding 
Officer  (attention:  Surgeon)  of  the  next  stopping  point,  giving: 


a,  Expected  time  of  arrival, 

b.  Number  of  patients  classified  in  two  groups: 

(1)  Litter  cases 

(2)  ambulatory'  cases 


2,  The  pilot  of  each  airplane  carrying  patients  will  notify  the 
Operations  Officer  (through  the  .control  towei*)  of  each  stopping  point, 
thirty  minutes  (or  as  near  thereto  as  practicable)  before  the  expected  time 
of  arrival,  giving  total  number  of  patients  classified  in  two  groups: 


a.  Litter  cases 

b.  ambulatory  cases 


3#  It  is  the  responsibility  of  Commanding  Officers  at  all  Posts 
Camps  and  Stations  to  coordinate  these  messages  through  responsible  officers 
to  insure  their  immediate  receipt  by  the  Senior  air  Transport  Command  Medi¬ 
cal  Officer  on  duty  or  by  the  Medical  Officer  designated  by  the  Senior  Air 
Transport  Command  Medical  Officer, n 


6.  Medical  Care  of  Patients  Being  Evacuated  at  Ln  Route  and 
Debarking  Stations, 


Section  III  of  alC  Regulation  25-4  is  quoted: 

"1,  bvery  airplane  transporting  patients  arriving  at  any  Post, 
Camp  or  Station  where  air  Transport  Command  medical  personnel  is  available 
will  be  met  by  a  medical  team  composed  of  at  least  one  officer,  Medical 
Corps,  and  four  (4)  enlisted  men,  Medical  Department. 

2,  The  Senior  air  Transport  Command  Medical  Officer  on  duty  will: 


a.  Make  necessary  coordinating  arrangements  through  his 
Commanding  Officer  with  Operations,  the  Control  Tower,  etc,,  to  insure 
immediate  receipt  of  all  messages  giving  expected  time  of  arrival  of  air¬ 
planes  transporting  patients. 

b.  See  that  the  proper  officer  receives  all  necessary  infor¬ 
mation  for  the  forwarding  of  messages  described  in  Section  II,  Paragraph  1* 
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c,  Supervise  unloading  of  all  patients  and  their  baggage 
as  well  as  the  baggage  of  personnel  accompanying  patients. 

d«  Provide  necessary  and  practical  medical  and  surgical  care, 
including  feeding,  bathing,  and  hospitalization  when  required. 

e.  Relieve  medical  personnel  accompanying  patients  of  all 
responsibilities  relating  to  the  patients  while  the  airplane  is  on  the 
ground. 


f.  assist  medical  personnel  accompanying  patients  in  ob¬ 
taining  proper  housing  and  messing. 

g.  See  that  a  record  of  all  medical  or  surgical  care  admin¬ 
istered  patients  (including  bathing  and  feeding)  is  furnished  medical  per¬ 
sonnel  accompanying  patients  before  departure  of  the  airplane." 

7*  Medical  Supplies  for  Patients  Being  Evacuated 

Medical  equipment  will  be  obtained  and  records  maintained  as 
outlined  in  aTC  Memorandum  25-6. 


8.  Reports 

a.  Reports  will  be  rendered  by  station  surgeons  as  provided  for 
in  par.  5,  aTG  Memorandum  25-6,  dated  29  April  1944# 


b.  The  medical  attendant  will  provide  the  surgeon  at  the  debark¬ 
ing  station  with  the  following  information: 


(1)  Name,  rank  and  organization  of  the  patient(s). 

(2)  Station  from  which  the  patient(s)  started  evacuation. 

(3)  Approximate  mileage  flown. 

(4)  Flying  Time. 

(5)  Type  (Classification)  of  patient(s). 

(6)  Diagnosis. 

(7)  Pertinent  remarks. 


By  command  of  Brigadier  General  RYAN: 


fk 


:aw 


JIaL:  ^ 

2£  S. 

Lt,  Col.,  a. G.b. , 
adjutant  General 


m.  s: 

Colonel,  A.C., 
Chief  of  Staff. 


-  5  - 


.'Mis 


HEADQUARTERS  UNITED  STATES  ARMY  FORGES  CENTRAL  PACIFIC  AREA 
OFFICE  OT  THE  COMMANDING  GENERAL 
APO  953 


AG  373/670  21  January  19U* 


SUBJECT:  Air  Evacuation. 

TO:  Commanding  General,  Pacific  .»ing,  Air  Transport  Command, 

APO  953. 

1.  In  radiogram  No.  9t>17,  19  January  19U4,  the  Chief  of  Staff 
informed  ComGenCentPac  that  ’'Pacific  Viing  ATC  has  been  directed  to 
make  subject  airplanes  available  on  request  ComGenCentPac  for  air 
evacuation  on  first  priority  basis". 

2.  The  airplanes  referred  to  in  the  above  quotation  are  the  five 
C-5U  planes  now  assigned  to  the  Pacific  Cing,  ATC. 

3*  Under  the  authority  quoted  in  paragraph  1,  it  is  requested 
that  C-5U  airplanes  be  made  available  for  evacuation  purposes  as  follows: 

a.  Three  trips  per  veek  from  the  forward  areas,  from  the 
present  time  until  30  January  19Ui,  inclusive. 

b.  From  31  January  19U*  until  further  notice,  all  five 
planes  to  be  held  ready  for  evacuation  purposes  so  as  to  furnish  a 
minim  an  of  one  evacuation  trip  per  day  from  the  forward  areas. 

U.  Details  as  to  exact  requirements  and  schedules  will  be 
furnished  you  by  the  Commanding  General,  Seventh  Air  Force. 

5.  It  is  requested  that  receipt  of  this  communication  be  ac¬ 
knowledged  by  teletype. 

For  the  Commanding  General: 


/s/  H.  B.  Holmes,  Jr. 

H.  B.  HOLMES,  JR., 
Brigadier  General,  GSC, 
Chief  of  Staff. 


A  TRUE  COPY* 

(y  J.  R.  CUNNINGHAM 

CcLpt»  •  y  A  •  G  • 


EXHIBIT  IV 


&CIPTC'WING,  AIR  TRANSPORT  •COMMAND  E-3/RWP/rms/wec 
'  ARMY  AIR  FORGES 

APO  NO.  953  '  * 

*  .  '  November  1$,  19U3 

SUBJECT:  Plan  of  Operations,  Project  No.  9t>355» 


TO 


Commanding  General, 
Commanding  Officer, 
Commanding  Officer, 
Commanding  Officer, 


7th  Air  Force,  APO  953* 

Station  # 7,  PAW,  ATC  APO  ?1U. 
Station  #12,  PAW,  ATC,  APO  953. 
Station  #17  PAW,  ATC,  Navy  225. 


1.  Project  No.  90355  has  been  assigned  to  the  Pacific  Wing 

to  be  operated  for  evacuation  of  7th  Air  Force  casualties  from  Stations 
#7  and  #17  to  Hickam  Field.  The  operating  plan  is  as  follows: 

a.  Major  "A.  0.  3unge  is  designated  Chief  Pilot  of 
Project  No.  9t>3 55.  His  duties  will  include: 

(1)  Approving  check  pilots  and  assignment  of 
flight  crews. 

(2)  Scheduling  of  flight  crews. 

(3)  Liaison  with  Station  #12  Engineering,  Operations 
and  Priorities  &  Traffic. 

(U)  Operational  training  of  flight  personnel. 

2.  Responsibilities  of  Station  *12,  PAY/,  ATC: 

a.  First  and  Second  Echelon  maintenance  of  project 

Aircraft. 

(1)  Third  and  Fourth  Echelon  maintenance  will  be 
performed  by  Hickam  Air  Depot. 

b.  Loading  of  aircraft,  weight  and  balance  and  preparation 
of  cargo  and  passenger  manifests. 

c.  Maintenance  of  Form  Ulb. 

d.  Preparation. of  Operations  Orders  and  DAO’s  upon 
notification  from  Wing  Operations. 

(1)  Operations  Orders  will  be  prepared  for  outbound 
trips  only. 


Ltr  to  CG,  7th  M  GO  _ 

Stations  #7,  #12^17,  RAW,  ATC 
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e.  Briefing  of  flight  crews. 

f.  Transportation  of  flight  crews  from  quarters  to 
Operations  Of f i ce  on  hangar  line. 

Aircraft  position  ploting,  until  such  duties  are 
accomplished  by  GATC. 

3*  Responsibilities  of  Station  07,  PAY/,  ATC: 

a.  First  and  Second  SchelQfi  maintenance. 

b.  Housing  and  messing  of  flight  crews  and  medical 

personnel  attached  to  project. 

c.  Off-loading  of  cargo  destined  for  Station  #7. 

d.  Y/eight  and  balance  check. 

e.  Preparation  of  Operations  Orders  and  QAO's. 

(1)  Operations  Orders  will  be  accomplished  for  ^ound 

trips  to  Station  #17  and  for  all  trips  from  Station  07 
to  Station  *17 • 

f.  Briefing  of  flight  crews. 

Aircraft  position  ploting,  until  flight  watch  is  assumed 

by  station  of  arrival. 

h.  So  far  as  possible,  aircraft  will  be  dispatched  for  Station 
012  when  fully  loaded  with  casualties. 

U.  Responsibilities  of  Station  #17,  PAW,  ATC: 

a.  Flights  presently  are  not  to  be  operated  into  Station  #17. 

b.  At  such  time  as  flights  operate  into  Station  #17,  the 
following  service  will  be  rendered: 

(1)  Liaison  with  7th  Air  Force  Medical  Detachment. 

(2)  Arrangements  for  messing  of  flight  crews. 

(3)  Dispatch  of  arrival  and  departure  messages  through 
AACS. 

(U)  Weather  liaison  arrangements  for  flight  crews. 

(5)  Dispatch  of  project  aircraft. 
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5*  Loading  and  unloading  of  casualties  v/ill  be  acconplished 
by  7th  Air  Force  medical  personnel* 

0.  Passenger  lists  of  casualties  will  be  prepared  by  7th  Air 

Force  Medical  Detachment. 

7*  Medical  flight  personnel  will  be  carried  on  the  passenger 
lists  prepared  by  the  7th  Air  Force  Medical  Detachment 

8.  One  copy  of  the  passenger  list  will  be  furnished  to  the 
ATC  Wing  Surgeion. 

9*  Project  aircraft  will  be  dispatched  from  Station  #12  to 
Station  #7  or  #17  upon  call  from  tie  7th  Air  Force  A-3  Division  to 
Wing  Operations.  WingOperations  will  notify  Station  #12  Operations. 

10.  Wing  Priorities  &  Traffic  will  notify  Station  #  12  Priorities 
&  Traffic  of  cargo  and  passengers  to  be  moved  by  project  air  craft. 


Py  Command  of  Bragadier  General  RYAN: 


/s/  L.  S.  Howell 
/t/  L.  S.  HO. -ELL 


Lt.  Col.,  A.G.D. 
Adjutant  General 


A  TRUE  COPY: 


JONATHAN  R.  CUNNINGHAM 
Capt,  Air  Corps 
Historical  Officer 
Pacific  Wing. 
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C  STATION  #7  DETACHMENT 

0  APO  #21*0 

P 

Y  16  February  19U* 

SUBJECT:  Responsibility  for  Loading  Air  Evacuation  C-5L  Airplanes. 

TO:  Commanding  Officer,  Station  #7,  PW-ATC. 

1.  On  15  February  the  undersigned  officer  made  a  trip  to  Cora 
Island  to  visit  the  VII  Air  Force  and  discuss  various  matters  con¬ 
cerning  operation,  traffic  movement  end  the  issuance  of  priorities. 


2.  These  matters  were  discussed  and  settled  temporarily  until 
I  would  receive  definite  instructions  from  Headquarters,  Station  #1. 
Specific  reference  is  made  to  my  letters  of  2  February  concerning 
rerouting  and  special  missions. 

3.  A  major  point  brough  out  by  Major  Miller  of  A-l*  was  the  fact 
that  according  to  Headquarters  VII  Air  Force — th  C-5Vs  in  question 
were  assigned  and  controlled  by  them,  and  not  the  ATC.  This  seems  to 
be  the  crux  of  the  situation  and  if  settled,  would  solve  all  the  prob¬ 
lems  we  now  have. 


U.  Before  leaving  it  was  agreed  that  we  should  continue  as 
heretofore,  and  work  as  closely  as  possible  and  with  as  little  friction 
as  possible  until  a  more  definite  control  status  was  defined. 

5.  This  morning  I  received  a  telephone  call  from  Major  Miller 
advising  he  would  visit  me  in  the  afternoon.  He  subsequently  arrived 
at  1515  and  we  entered  into  discussion. 

6.  Major  Miller  then  read  an  order  to  him,  copy  of  which  is 
attached  hereto,  and  asked  if  I  would  abide  by  such  orders. 

7.  Major  Miller  was  advised  by  me  that  it  would  be  impossible 
for  me  to  obey  such  orders  where  they  did  not  parallel  those  already 
issued  by  Headquarters,  ATC,  ami  it  would  be  necessary  for  me  to  con¬ 
tinue  as  heretofore,  unless  orders  to  the  contrary  were  received  from 
Headquarters ,  ATC. 

8.  If  the  order  carried  by  Major  Miller  was  obeyed  it  would: 

(a)  Remove  authority  for  issuance  of  priorities. 

(b)  Secure  control  of  space  not  used  by  the  Air.  Evac.  Unit. 

(c)  Compel  all  orders  and  instructions  to  emanate  from 
Headquarters,  VII  Air  Force. 

(d)  Permit  carrying  of  VII  Air  Force  personnel  by  using 
abnormal  priorities. 

(e)  Split  authority  over  loading  and  operations. 

(f)  Cause  confusion  and  delay  because  of  distances  between 
Ella  (Mullinix)  aid  Cora  (VII  A.F.) 


frhih'-i  V.  I 
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9.  Before  liajo^  Miller  left,  it  v*as  mutually  agreed  that  we 
would  continue  on  the  current  basis,  with  closer  liaisons  regarding 

passenger  movement. 

10.  Inasmuch  as  the  present  volume  of  evacuees  makes  it 
impossible  to  move  passengers  it  was  agreed  that  I  make  another  (the 
3rd)  trip  to  Cora  to  discuss  the  matter  again  with  Colonel  Carr. 

This  will  be  done  at  the  first  available  moment  and  the  results 

reported. 

11.  As  indicated  in  Par.  3,  the  solution  to  the  problem  here 
now  lies  in  the  control  of  the  aircraft.  It  is  respectfully  submitted 
that  a  clarification  of  the  matter  be  issued. 


/s/  N.  BRONSTEIN 


1!.  BRONSTEIN 
1st  Lt.,  A.C. 
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Hq  USAFICPA,  APO  953 
6  June  19UU 


!•  Following  units  are  atchd  to  Pac  Wg,  A  TO: 


809th  A  Evac  Sq 
8 12th  A  Evac  Sq 


RICHARDSON 
LT  GEN 


(AG  333/270) 


OFFICIAL: 


/s/  Hain 

MAIN 
Actg  G-3 

DISTRIBUTION:  T-a,  plus  each 


named  unit 
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January  4,  1344 


7d 


Ma j .  General  H.  L.  George, 

CoEiiiiandi ng  Gener r  1 , 

Headgunrterc ,  Air  Tr:  ns  port  Command, 

Washington  25,  D.C. 

Dear  Harold: 

Attached  are  stati.  ticr.l  records  in  r  1?  to  th  C-54A 

hospital  evacuation  project  and  a  brief  study  oi‘  these  records  ill 
indicate  that  tne  greatest  perc  ntrge  of  time  potentially  available 
is  spent  on  the  ground  awaiting  sufficient  casualties  to  vacua te. 

£ta  bis  tics  indicate  that  the  average  flying  ti  ie  or  da;,  e  r  air¬ 
plane  is  two  hours  and  fort;  minutes  which  includes  reductive  flying, 
training,  l'err; ing  and  te:  t  flights  or  on  a  per  month  basis  indicates 
a  total  of  eighty  hours  per  airplane  per  month. 

It  is  ny  O;  inion  that  such  cui  operation  constitutes  -  most  serious 
waste  of  aircr.  ft  so  urgently  needed  i  i  trie:  overall  war  effort  car.  im— 
mediate  steps  should  oe  taken  t>  utilize  these  airpl  n-s  more  efficiently. 

Tiie  plan  of  opera ti-n  given  to  tie  7tn  Air  rorce  b;  Id  her  .iutix>rity 
placed  these  C-54A’s  on  call  of  th'  7in  -  ir  Force  for  cu;  tion  iidssions. 
Requests  were  made  to  utilize  these  .-ir plants  for  AT C  c.  rgo  operations 
but  in  view  of  the  operating  directive,  tnc  Com  jane  ug  Gene  ral  of  the 
7th  Air  iorcc  referred  to  retain  complete  control  to  :void  a  possible 
tr  nsfer  of  ?  ircr.  ft  to  ti  e  Mavy . 

The  efficiency  of  aircraft  evacuation  in  a  tactical  situation  .  s 
pr- vails  in  the  Pacific  ir  questioned.  Th  ouj.i:  of  casualties  occur 
during  attack  of  on  island  and  during  attack  no  airdrome  is  available 
until  such  time  as  the  objective  is  taken  an  .  •  ngineers  n  ve  accomplished 
repairs  of  th  I  n-  ing  strip.  By  this  time  caoun  ..tier  ..  ve  boon  evacuated 
by  water  tr-ns  ort  or  ar<  in  no  condition  for  air  evacuation. 

In  th  rec*  nt  tactical  activities  in  this  ar  a,  the  above  t ivory 
was  definitely  roved  since  of  all  casualties  the  air  project  actually 
evacuated  176  v.ounded.  The  center  of  resistance  was  captured  i.i  less  than 
three  days.  However,  the  first  C-51A  landed  on  this  isl  nd  cxactl;  four 
weeks  later  to  off-load  medical  personnel  but  not  to  pick  up  wounded  since 
al  L  had  be  en  ev  cua t ed . 
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The  pilot  or  crev.  situation  is  one  otner  trnr oss  inefficiency . 

This  project  reported  i  ere  itn  a  tot.  i  ol‘  ten  com  pi*  te  C-54  crews. 

The  total  fly  inf;  ti  divided  a.ong  ten  crews  gives  each  crew  ap;  ro:-i- 
.netely  forty  to  rs  pt.r  month.  This  indie,  tes  that  five  ere1.  >  .oul  have 
been  sufficient  to  do  all  necessar,  flying  so  five  trained  C-fc  crews 
iiuve  seen  excess  ana  should  oe  re turn to  to  duty  ..here  th*  ir  training 
can  b  utilized  unless  immediate  plans  are  inaugurated  to  obtain  full 
use  of  this  project. 


Tills  report  i:  not  presented  with  . ~iy  t nought  o*  criticism  out 
purely  to  relate  certain  facts.  It  is  understood  that  no  one  could 
properly  anticipate  the  operating  details  of  such  a  project  in  advance. 


In  conclusion,  it  is  i.y  belief  all  five  C-64 * s  on  this  project 
plus  ’  tn  ten  crews  should  d*  assigned  to  the  Pacific  Wing  t-n  l  placed 
in  sen  duied  operation  . ith  direotiv  that  on«  aii  ,L  n<  oe  made 

available  to  th  7to  ir  force  for  evacuation  of  casualties  upon  call 
and  full  operation  on  scheduled  router  Degin  immediately. 

Sincerely  yours, 


.  ORD  RYAN, 

Brigadier  General,  U.d.A. 


Enel. 

Rept  tos  -itnl  ?lf  n  '  ctivitif?s, 
16  Nov  -  31  Dec  1943 
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JONATHAN  R.  CUNNINGHAM, 

Captain,  Air  Corps, 
Historical  Officer, 
Pacific  Division. 
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HOSPITAL  PUNE  ACTIVITIES 
13  November-31  December  19h3 


Plane 

Total 

Flying 

Hours 

Productive 

Flying 

Hours 

Training  & 
Test  Flight 
Hours 

Cargo 

Mail 

Total 

Evacuees 

Total 

Passengers 

Total  Passengers 
all  Types 

#165 

127:20 

105:15 

22:05 

U1009 

33.97 

167 

123 

290 

#167 

206:03 

130:18 

25:15 

3  39hS 

l»39li 

50 

511 

561 

#286 

36:29 

67:59 

18:30 

16 627 

2120 

62 

17 

109 

#316 

1145:53 

121:53 

21:00 

31160 

51:8 1 

69 

326 

395 

77:22 

61:02 

16:20 

6783 

61:U7 

96 

61 

157 

Total  cargo,  mail,  evacuees,  and  passengers  are  calculated  on  a  Station  to 

Station  basis. 


Total  Evacuees  actually  brought  into  Hickam  Field  are  as  follows: 


Plane 


Ho.  Evacuees 


#1 65 
#1  67 
A  36 
A 15 
i/316 


67 

*1;3 

21 

36 


■^Includes  28  Patients  for  aTC  from  Penrhyn 
-^Includes  23  Patients  for  ATC  from  Penrhyn 
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JONATHAN  R.  CUNNINGHAM 
Captain,  Air  Corps 
Historical  Officer 
Pacific  .Ting. 


EXHIBIT  VIII 


_ 


27  January  1344 
Assignment  oi'  five  C-54  airplane 


AAF,  Ha  ATr,  V.bsh  2.7  J;ji  44 

Procedure  Routine 


To  CG,  P17,  ATC 

1.  The  folio  ving  is  r.  paraphrase  of  message  cent  to  v  ou: 

Any  and  nil  previous  instructions  issued  to  you  on  tb  subject  of  the 
five  C-54  airplzmes  assign  a  to  yo^r  area  for  evacuation  of  sicV:  one  mounded 
personnel  air-  hereby  c.uicellod  .no  superseded  by  the  folio.. in  instructions 
which  will  Dc  carried  out  in.  ecii;  tely.  These  air  -lanes  will,  be  available 
and  on  call  for  t’-  Commending  General,  .Seventh  ..ir  .ore  for  use  as  follows : 

(1)  To  meet  any  the:  ter  reeuirements  for  evacuation  of  clef  and  ounded  and 

(2)  For  transporta tion  of  cm  go  and  passengers  for  tb  Lev*-  nth  Air  Force. 

These  air  lanes  should  se  used  for  other  trans  ort  operations  within 
your  area,  out  must  be  readily  available  vtien  called  upon  to  perform  iters  (l) 
and  (2)  ’-bove.  The  ATC  will  rovide  a;:-'  maintenance  arn  flying  personnel,  for 
these  air  lanes,  but  hilr-  they  ,,r  being  us-.e  for  isuvam  at  of  cargo  and 
passengers  for  the  Seventh  ..ir  dree  or  for  t-h  evacuation  oi  sick  and  wounded, 
they  will  be  under  tne  opr  rational  control  ol'  tb  commanding  General,  Seventh 
Air  Force.  If  items  (l)  and  (2.)  above  are  not  enough  to  provia  full  ^uid 
efficient  utilization  of  the  aircraft,  iiov.uvcr,  you  '  ill  us  tiie  planes  for 
otiier  tram  ort  operations  within  your  arcs . 

It  clio cl  be  remembered  that  aitnough  tins  Ac  ciruarters  is  desirous 
of  having  efficient  utilization  of  these  lanes  at  all  ti.es,  their  prim -ry 
pur  ose  is  for  the  transportation  ox  sick  wounded  a  nr  of  cargo  and  pas¬ 
sengers  for  the  Lov.rnth  .'-.ir  Force,  both  of  ..Inch  z  .ouid,  at  all  times,  be 

given  first  priority. 

You  v.il  co  it:  ct  tin  Commanding  General,  l'ev°nth  Air  Force  and  iin  .  out 
just  what  are  ids  re*  dire men ts  for  movement  of  passengers  and  cargo  over  end 
aoove  that  lilch  can  be  ro video  o;  use  of  the  fiv*  C-54's.  hi  -.sc  i ..form  tins 
Headquarters  of  the  result  of  this  co.if  rence  and.  v;.  will  do  ev  ry thing  possi¬ 
ble  to  give  you  m  re  air  lanes  to  take  care  oi  thi:  need. 

GFOFGK 
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HEADQUARTERS 


PACIFIC  WING,  AIR  TRANSPORT  COMMAND 


ARMY  AIR  FORCES 
APO  NO.  953 


6  March  I9U4. 


SUBJECT:  Hospital  Evacuation  Project. 

TO  :  Commanding  General,  7th  Air  Force,  APO  #  953 


1.  This  Headquarters  interprets  the  instructions  contained  in  radio 
message  ATC  008  from  Commanding  General,  Air  Transport  Command,  dated  U 
March  19hl*,  as  indicating  the  following  division  of  responsibilities  in 
relation  to  the  operation  of  C-5UA  aircraft  on  the  hospital  evacuation 
project. 


a.  ATC  Responsibilities. 

(1)  Pacific  Wing  will  assign  an  officer  to  have  charge 
of  subject  project,  and  to  be  responsible  for  this 
operation  as  directed  by  the  Commanding  General, 

7th  Air  Force. 

(2)  Pacific  Wing  will  provide  the  five  (5)  C-5U's 
presently  assigned  to  this  project  and  such  other 
aircraft  as  may  be  assigned  at  a  later  date. 

(3)  Pacific  Wing  will  provide  two  (2)  complete  five  (5) 
man  crews  for  each  of  the  above  named  aircraft. 

b.  7th  Air  Force  Responsibilities. 

(1)  Complete  operational  control  of  the  project,  di¬ 
recting  where,  when  and  by  what  routes  aircraft 
will  operate;  also,  what  they  will  and  will  not 
carry. 

(2)  Scheduling  of  trips  and  directing  all  aircraft 


movements • 


(3)  Dispatching  of  aircraft. 

(U)  Preparing  Operations  Orders  as  required  by  7th  Air 
Force. 


Vi 


Ltr,  Hq.  Pc  V/g,  ATC,  to  CG,  7th  AF,  dtd  3 Jo/ldi,  sub^;  "Hospital  Evacuation 
Project"  (cont*d). 


(5)  Reporting  through  7th  Air  Force  statistical  units 
the  movement  of  passengers,  cargo  and  mail,  as 
directed  by  Commanding  General,  7th  Air  Force. 

(6)  Establishing  priority  for  passengers  and  cargo. 

(7)  Manifesting  of  passengers  and  cargo,  as  required 
by  7th  Air  Force. 

(8)  Execution  of  weight  and  balance  forms  in  confor¬ 
mance  with  AAF  Regulations.  The  maximun  gross 
weight  of  C-^liA  aircraft  to  be  (£,000  lbs. 

(9)  Loading  did  unloading  of  cargo  and  passengers. 

(10)  Providing  facilities  for  cargo  storage,  also  ramp 
space,  for  parking  aircraft,  and  making  available 
personnel  for  loading  and  unloading  of  cargo  and 
passengers. 

(11)  Providing  personnel  and  facilities  for  maintenance 
and  servicing  of  project  aircraft. 

(12)  Scheduling  of  flight  crews  through  ATC  officer  in 
charge  of  project. 


3.  It  is  essential  that  these  aircraft  be  handled  similarly  to  a 
tactical  unit,  and  operation  procedures  and  efforts  to  maintain  scheduled 
operations  will  be  subordinated  to  the  primary  objective,  which  is  to  pro¬ 
vide  necessary  air  transport  to  support  7th  Air  Force  operations. 


For  the  Commanding  General: 


s/  M.  S.  Lawton 


V  S.  LAWTON 

Colonel,  Air  Corps, 
Chief  of  Staff. 


A  TRUE  COPY: 


JONATHAN  R.  CUNNINGHAM 
Captain,  Air  Corps 
Historical  Officer 
Pacific  Wing 
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370.05  1st  Ind.  (C-6) 

HEADQUARTERS  SEVENTH  AIR  FORCE,  APO  #953,  U  Apri3^19UU. 

TO:  Commanding  General,  Pacific  Wing,  Air  Transport  Command,  APO  #953. 

1.  The  responsibilities  of  the  Air  Transport  Command  and  the  Seventh 
Air  Force  as  set  forth  in  above  reference  are  agreeable  to  the  Seventh  Air 
Force  with  the  exception  of  paragraphs  1  b  (3),  (7),  (8),  (9),  (10),  (11) 
and  (12),  which  should  remain  the  responsibility  of  the  Air  Tran  sport  Com¬ 
mand  through  their  present  facilities  for  such  traffic. 

2.  Seventh  Air  Force  Regulation  55-b,  20  March  19UU,  established  the 
agencies  through  which  all  freight  and  passenger  traffic  is  handled  for  the 
Seventh  Air  Force  and  has  proved  adequate  for  the  present  system  of  handling 
the  project  air  craft. 

For  the  Commanding  General: 


/s/  R.  J.  Erickson 
/t/  R.  J.  ERICKSON 

Colonel,  A.  G.  D. 

Adjutant  General. 

2nd  Ind.  E-3 

Hq.  Pacific  Wing,  Air  Transport  Command,  APO  #953,  11  April  19UU. 

To:  Commanding  General,  Seventh  Air  Force,  APO  #953* 

1.  The  Pacific  Wing,  Air  Transport  Command,  accepts  the  responsibili' 
ties  as  set  forth  in  paragraph  1  of  1st  indorsement  to  basic  letter  with 
one  exception,  namely,  paragraph  lb(2)  of  basic  letter,  as  follows: 


a.  It  is  recommended  that  the  scheduling  of  trips  be  made  a  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  the  Pacific  Wing,  Air  Transport  Command,  all  schedules,  or 
revisions  to  schedules,  to  be  submitted  to  the  Seventh  Air  Force  for  ap¬ 
proval  prior  to  publication  for  the  following  reasons: 

(1)  to  provide  adequate  layover  time  at  Hickam  Field  for  the 
proper  and  efficient  maintenance  of  aircraft. 

(2)  To  obtain  the  maximum  utilization  of  aircraft  over  routes 
prescribed  by  the  Seventh  Air  Force. 

(3)  To  obtain  the  maximum  utilization  of  flight  crews  assigned 
to  the  project. 

-3- 

A  TRUE  COPY: 
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Captain,  Air  Corps 
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Pacific  Wing 
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2nd  Ind,  to  CG,  7th  AF,  i^ll/UU  (cant'd). 


2.  Hangar  facilities  and  ramp  space  are  presently  inadequate  at 
Hickam  Field  for  the  efficient  operation  of  this  project,  and  it  is  re¬ 
quested  that  the  Seventh  Air  Force  make  available  to  the  Pacific  Wing,  Air 
Transport  Command,  Hangar  No,  5  at  Hickam  Field,  with  the  ramp  space  sur¬ 
rounding  this  hangar,  to  be  utilized  as  the  maintenance  base,  as  well  as 
the  loading  and  unloading  ramp,  for  Air  Transport  Command  operations  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  Seventh  Air  Force. 


a.  It  is  anticipated  that  additional  aircraft  will  be  utilized  in 


the  Central  Pacific  Area,  and  it  is  considered  imperative  that  steps  be  taken 
to  provide  facilities  for  the  efficient  operation  of  this  service. 


b.  Upon  assignment  of  Hangar  No,  $,  and  the  parking  space  adjoin¬ 


ing,  it  is  proposed  to  build  up  an  organization  that  will  maintain  and  oper¬ 
ate  the  Central  Pacific  project  in  order  to  render  the  maximum  of  service. 


3.  It  is  understood  that  the  Seventh  Air  Force  will  provide  assistance 


to  the  Air  Transport  Command  at  islands,  other  than  the  Hawaiian  group,  having 
Seventh  Air  Farce  installations,  as  follows: 


a.  Housing  and  messing  of  ATC  personnel. 


b.  Maintenance  of  aircraft 


c.  Loading  and  unloading  of  cargo. 


d.  Servicing  of  aircraft. 


U.  It  is  requested  that  your  concurrence  to  the  above  revisions  be  in¬ 
dicated  by  indorsement. 


For  the  Commanding  General: 


Colonel,  Air  Corps, 
Chief  of  Staff. 


A  TRUE  COPT: 


JONATHAN  R.  CUNNINGHAM 
Captain,  Air  Corps 
Historical  Officer 


2nd.  Ind. 

HQ.  PACIFIC  WING,  AIR  TRANSPORT  COMMAND,  APO  #  953  7  June  1944 

TOi  Commanding  Officer,  Detachment,  Station  #  12,  PAW,  ATC,  APO  #  241 

(THRU i  Commanding  Offioer,  Station  #  12  PAW,  ATC,  APO  #  953) 

1*  In  conformity  with  final  agreements  reached  between  Commander- 
In-Chief,  Pacific  Ocean  Area,  and  Commanding  General,  Pacific  Wing,  ATC, 
on  4  June  1944»  the  following  is  plan  of  air  evacuation  of  casualties 
from  your  station  during  "Forager". 

a.  During  preliminary  stage,  all  air  evacuation  to  Oahu  will 
be  from  your  station.  At  later  date,  evacuation  center  will  move  for¬ 
ward  and  ATC  will  establish  a  nef  forward  station  fpr  that  purpose. 

b.  Five  C-54A  aircraft  of  ATC  and  six  PB2Y-3's  of  Navy  will 
be  used  for  this  air  evacuation. 

c.  This  Headquarters  has  been  informed  that  1,000  casualties 
will  be  evacuated  by  air  using  the  eleven  aircraft  mentioned  in  b  above. 
It  is  expected  that  there  will  be  approximately  800  casualties  ready 
for  evacuation  during  the  first  week  of  the  "Forager"  project  and  200 
later*  all  to  be  moved  by  air.  All  other  casualties  will  be  evacuated 
by  surface  ships  from  your  station  br  where  gathered. 

d.  All  ATC  aircraft  will  be  operated  under  full  operational 
and  administrative  control  of  Pacific  Winf,  ATC,  CoraAir Forward  will 
notify  Pacific  Wing,  ATC,  in  advance  of  aircraft  requirements  to 
carry  out  ATC  portion  of  air  evacuation. 

e.  Pacific  Wing,  ATC,  plans  to  have  three  C-54A  aircraft 
available  at  your  station  to  start  air  evacuation  at  time  designated 

by  ComAlrForward,  and  will  thereafter  dispatch  aircraft  to  your  station 
on  schedule  asked  for  by  ComAirFosward,  provided  aircraft  are  in  com¬ 
mission  and  available. 

f .  ATC  evacuation  aircraft  will  not  proceed  fo  "Forager" 
until  requested  byr  ComAlrForward,  and  then  to  the  hewly- established 
evacuation  center. 

g.  If  casualty  rate  is  higher  than  anticipated  and  more  air 
evacuation  is  required,  Pacific  Wing,  ATC,  will  furnish  a  few  addit¬ 
ional  C-54A  aircraft  for  this  service  if  requested.  These  airplanes 
however,  will  have  to  be  drmwn  from  Central  Pacific  general  support 
missions,  and  concurrence  will  be  necessary  from  COMGENCSNTPAC . 

2.  It  is  desired  to  inform  you  that  Padific  Wing,  ATC,  will  make 
every  effort  to  keep  you  current  with  all  information  you  should  have 
concerning  this  and  other  ATC  projects  contemplated  through  your 
station  as  rapidly  as  agreements  can  be  reached  with  authorities  con¬ 
cerned.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  proper  channels  are 
through  ComForward,  ComAlrForward,  to  ComGenPacWing  since  neither 
ComForward  or  ComAlrForward  have  either  command  jurisdiction  or 
operational  control  of  Pacific  Wing  activities  in  the  Central  Pacific 
Area.  The  Pacific  Wing  is  here  to  support  the  Central  Pacific  oper¬ 
ations  in  every  way  possible,  but  can  give  that  support  only  when 

requests  are  made  by  the  ffiorar  headquarters  to  ComGenPacWing.  In 


this  connection,  it  is  suggested  that  if  Hq.ComAirForward  or  ComForward 
ask  you  for  any  information  or  request  action  from  you  w^ich  you  do  not 
control,  you  immediately  inform  them  that  a  radio  to  ComGenPacVi ing 
will  produce  proper  cooperation  and  full  support  if  possible. 

3.  The  whole  subject  of  the  "Forager"  project  is  one  involving 
many  details  of  concern  to  the  higher  echelons  of  command  in  the 
Pacific,  including  ATC.  These  details  are  the  subject  of  intense  study 
and  action  by  these  staffs  at  this  time;  hence,  individual  desires  or 
staff  reoommandations,  unless  properly  coordinated,  will  not  produce 
desired  results.  Until  final  decisions  are  made,  action  cannot  be  taken 
to  inform  all  echelons  of  operations. 

4.  Should  you  find  yourself  confronted  with  a  problem  you  cannot 
solve  and  it  requires  immediate  action  by  this  Headquarters,  you  are 
authorized  to  communicate  direct,  by  either  rad'o  or  letter.  It  is 
requested,  however,  that  you  keep  all  forward  headquarters  with  which 
you  are  closely  connected  informed  that  you  do  not  have  aut>  ority  to 
make  decisions  involving  headquarters,  Pacific  Wing,  ArX,  and  that  those 
headquarters  should  deUL  direct,  or  through  proper  channels,  with  Head¬ 
quarters,  Pacific  Wing,  ATC. 


Wm.  ORD  RIAN 
Brig.  Gen.  U.S.A 
Commanding 
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*£Oi\'RDENTfAL 

HEADQUARTERS 

PACIFIC  VYING,  AIR  TRANSPORT  COMMAND 
Hospital  Plane  Activities 
Month  of  January  1 9UU 


Total  Average 

Per  Plane 


Training  and  Test  Flight  hours: 

12:10 

3:03 

Productive  Flying  hours: 

397:21 

99:20 

Total  Flying  hours: 

h09:31 

102:^3 

Number  round  trips  completed  by  C-5UA-165, 
286,  and  316,  from  Hiekam- Tarawa  and 
return: 

9 

3 

Number  trios  Funafuti- Hiekam,  CJ-5U-165, 

236,  and  316: 

3 

1 

Number  round  trips  Tontouta-Bora  Bora 
and  return  C-5UA-315: 

1 

1 

Number  round  trips  Tuntouta-Hickan: 

1 

1 

Number  evacuees  actually  brought  into 
Hiekam: 

C-5U-165: 

92 

286: 

57 

316: 

111 

315  S 

23 

Total: 

m 

71 

Total  lbs  carried  on  station  to  station 
flights : 

361,1)19 

90,373 

Number  flights  station  to  station: 

62 

15 

Average  load  per  flight  (excluding  8 
flights  on  which  no  information  is 

available) : 

6.693 

Number  days  did  not  fly: 

90 

22 

%days  did  not  fly: 

726£ 

Information  from  Tarawa,  Apamama,  3aker  and  Funafuti  is 
meager  as  station  were  without  ATC  personnel.  eta  obtain¬ 
ed  verbally  from  pilots,  from  809th  Evacuation  6q,  manifests 
and  weight  and  balance  books  when  available.  Estimates  nec¬ 
essary  in  many  instances. 
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HEADQUARTERS 

PACIFIC  WING,  AIR  TRANSPORT  COMMAND 
Hospital  Plane  Activities 
Month  of  January  19UU 


21.  January  lphli 


SUBJECT:  plan  of  Operations  -  Evacuation  Service 

TO  :  Commanding  Officer,  Station  #12,  PW,-  ATC,  aPO  9?3 

1.  In  conf  'wnance  with  request  of  the  Comandin  *  General,  Central 
Pacific  Area  ar.d  instructions  from  the  Command ing  General,  acific  Vdng, 
evacuation  service  will  be  furnished  tc  the  Central  Pacific  forces  as 
required  utilizing  C-i^IiA  aircraft  assigned  to  the  Pacific  V  ing. 

2.  The  route  over  which  the  evacuation  raission  will  be  flown  is  as 

follows : 

Hickam  to  Canton 
Canton  to  Apanama 
Apamama  to  Tarawa 
Tarawa  to  Canton 
Canton  to  Hickam 

a.  Two  (2)  crews  will  lay  over  at  Canton  and  will  operate  one 
rounH  trip  Canton  to  Apamama  to  Tarawa  to  Canton,  then  lay  over  an 
additional  twenty-four  (2lr)  hours,  and  operate  next  schedule  Canton 
to  Hickam,  In  this  manner,  all  crews  will  rotate  with  layover  stops 
both  directions  at  Canton. 

b.  No  C-5UA  aircraft  will  be  cleared  from  Tarawa  direct  to  Hickam. 

c.  Local  freight  and/or  passengers  nay  be  carried  from  Apanama  to 
Tarawa.  Evacuees  will  be  loaded  at  Tarawa  for  return  to  Hickam  Field 
via  Canton. 

d.  To  provide  maximum  utilization  of  five  (5)  C-5U's  with  the  ten 
(10)""crews  presently  assigned  a  scheduled  one  round  trip  per  day  will 
be  followed  as  indicated  in  the  attached  supplement. 

3.  Responsibilities  of  Station  ,/ 12,  Pacific  Wing,  Air  Transport  Com¬ 
mand. 


a.  Ten  (10)  C-51iA  flight  crews  are  attached  for  administration 
and  3uty. 

b.  Station  #12  will  write  operations  orders  for  trie  flight  from 

ttickam  to  Canton. 


Lt-r  to  CO,  S 

Subj;  Plan  of  Operations  - 
Evacuation  Service,  dtd  21  Jan  UU. 


c*  'Operations  authorization  orders  will  be  prepared  for  the 
rounu  trip. 

d.  The  five  (5)  0-5hA  airplanes  on  this  operation  will  be  based 
at  Station  #  12.  They  will  be  maintained  and  dispatched  as  indicated 
in  the  attached  schedule. 

e.  Load  southbound  aircraft  with  priority  cargo  for  Apanama 
or  as  directed  by  Wing  Priorities  &  Traffic. 

f.  Brief  flight  crews  and  prepare  weight  and  balance  data. 

g.  Prepare  manifest  of  cargo  and  passengers. 

h.  Schedule  flight  crews. 

i.  Maintain  necessary  liaison  with  the  309th  Evacuation  Unit 
of  tKe  7th  Air  Force. 

1|.  Responsibilities  of  Station  ,fj_,  Pacific  V.ing,  Air  Transport  Com¬ 
mand. 

a.  Tiiintain  housing  and  messing  facilities  for  two  layover  crews 

b.  Prepare  operations  orders  for  the  flight  Canton  to  Apamawa 
to  Tarawa  to  Canton;  also  operations  orders  Canton  to  Hickam. 

c.  JIaintain  position  plot  of  aircraft  operated  over  the  route 
as  scheduled. 

d.  Brief  flight  crews  and  provide  weight  and  balance  data  as 
necessary. 

e.  Coordinate  departure  and  arrival  messages  from  stations  in¬ 
volved. 


f.  Provide  through  maintenance  on  the  southbound  flights  and 
hour  check  on  northbound  f lights. 


g.  Prepare  manifest  of  cargo  and  passengers  as  necessary. 

h.  Provide  the  following  personnel  as  a  detachment  of  Station  >/7 

at  Tarawa. 

(1)  One  (1)  officer  preferably  with  weight  and  balance 

experience. 

(2)  One  (1)  enlisted  man,  (mechanic). 

(3)  One  (1)  enlisted  man  experienced  in  manifest  preparation 


* 


Ltr  to  CO,  Sta  #12  &  #7,* 

Subj:  Plan  of  Operations 
Evacuation  Service,  dtd  21  Jan  UU- 


5*  Responsibilities  of  Station  4 7  Detachment,  Pacific  ning,  Air 

Transport  Coanandi  ’ 

a.  Maintain  liaison  with  7th  Air  Force  for  coordination  of 
evacuee  movements. 

b.  Prepare  departure  messages  and  notify  proper  agencies  of 

aircraft  arrivals. 

c.  Expedite  loading  of  evacuees. 

d.  Provide  weight  and  balance  data. 

e.  Prepare  manifest  of  cargo  and  passengers. 

6*  This  directive  will  become  effective  upon  notification  by  radio 
fron  this  Headquarters  and  will  then  supersede  all  instructions  previous¬ 
ly  issued  for  the  conduct  of  evacuation  missions. 

By  command  of  Brigadier  General  RYAN: 


cc:  CG,  7th  AF 

COMGiNCHNT&  C 
Major  Bunge 


A  TRUE  COPY: 


JONATHAN  R.  CUNNINGHAM 
Captain,  Air  CorrB 
Historical  Officer, 
Pacific  Wing. 


JONATHAN  R.  CUNNINGHAM 
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VX:£LBIT  XIII 


COPY 
A-7/TAN/rmg 
25  June  19Ui 

SUBJECT:  Special  Report  on  C-5U  Aircraft 

TO  :  Commanding  General,  Air  Transport  Command,  AAF,  Washington 
25,  D.  C. 

Attention:  Statistical  Control  Division 


1*  Your  attention  is  invited  to  subject  report  attached  to 
Aircraft  Utilization  Report  for  April  19Ui,  which  covers  the  flying 
time  for  C-5U  Aircraft  assigned  to  Pacific  Wing  from  November  19U3 
through  March  19UU*  It  is  noted  that  information  for  the  column 
"Rescue  and  Special  Missions”  (a)  was  taken  from  radio  message  PAW 
0186  dated  9  May  19UU*  The  data  given  was  that  already  reported  in 
Fom  8 A  far  the  months  of  November  19U3  through  February  19hh,  ad¬ 
justed  so  as  to  eliminate  flight  to  Hamilton  and  return  for  engine 
changes,  and  to  adjust  the  data  flight  time  of  88:00  hours  actually 
occurlng  in  January  which  was  reported  on  Form  8a  in  February  due 
to  the  fact  basic  data  was  received  too  late  for  the  January  report* 
In  accordance  with  letter,  Headquarters,  Pacific  Wing,  dated  10  March 
19Ui>  subject:  Elimination  of  Reports  on  Aircraft  in  Evacuation 
Service,  data  on  C-->  U  Aircraft  oh  the  air  evacuation  project  was 
reported  only  for  the  period  1  March  to  6  March  inclusive  on  Form 
8A  and  8b  which  amounted  to  85:36  hours  on  transport  missions  and 
2:U1  hours  on  ferry  test,  a  total  of  88:17  hours* 

2*  Since  the  total  time  on  Form  8a  from  November  through 
February  already  contained  as  transport  time  the  flying  time  given 
in  our  PAW  0186,  the  total  time  should  not  have  been  increased 
except  for  adjustment  of  88:00  hours  January  transport  time  reported 
in  February*  The  time  reported  on  Form  8A  for  March,  however,  con¬ 
tained  only  85:36  hours  of  transport  time  for  0-5 U  aircraft  in 
evacuation  service,  whereas  the  total  transport  time  for  the  month  by 
those  planes  was  716:35  hours;  therefore,  the  total  time  reported  cm 
Form  8a  should  be  increased  by  the  difference  to  secure  the  total 
time  for  all  0-5 U  aircraft  during  March. 


-1- 


AIR  EVACUATION  ROUTES 

NOV.  15,1943  TO  JULY  I,  1944 


SUBJECT: 


Special  Report  on  C-5U  Aircraft 


t 


3.  Our  interpretation  of  radio  message  ATC  0329  was  that 
flights  on  "mission  and  schedule  orders  of  Seventh  Air  Farce" 
meaAt  all  flights  on  hospital  evacuation  missions  since  they  are 
chiefly  for  Seventh  Air  Force  personnel  and  since  the  information 
was  desired  for  the  months  of  November  through  March*  During  that 
period  control  of  the  aircraft  was  more  or  less  divided  between  the 
two  organizations* 

U.  Inclosed  is  a  report  corrected  in  accordance  with  the 
foregoing* 


For  the  Commanding  General: 


1  Incl: 

In  cl  1-  Report  on  0-5  U 
Flying  Time 


JAMES  W.  CROWELL 
Captain  A*  C* 

Actg  Asst  Adj  Gen. 


A  TRUE  COPT: 


(L- 


JONATHAN  R.  CUNNINGHAM 
Captain,  Air  Corps 
Historical  Officer 
Pacific  Wing 
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HEADQUARTERS 

PACIFIC  DIVISION,  AIR  TRANSPORT  C0MKAND  A-7 
ARMY  AIR  FORCES 
AF0  No.  953 


IROJECT  'yOj^ 

OFFICE  CF  HIE  Ci  J2F  IILOT 


foO 


17  December  1  >’43 . 


oUBJIGT:  Ditching  Procedure  For  C-34  Medical  Air  r.vacuatien 
Airplanes . 

a  IGE^LS 

IREEAIG:  FOR  BilCLIhC.  If  time  permits,  the  co-pilot  will 
C°  to  the  rear  and  quietly  notify  the  meuical  attendant,  in.  charge, 
that  the  airplane  will  be  ditched  and  of  the  estiraatrd  time. 

Y/hen  time  is  too  limited  for  personal  notification,  the 
pilot  will  sound  a  series  of  alarms  by  means  of  the  "lane's  alarm 
bell. 

2*  BRr.CE  PCD  PllCH-D ..  < .  (one  ring  of  alarm  bell).  At  this 
signal  each  individual  will  brace,  with  back  to  a  flat  wall  or 
similar  object,  until  the  plane  has  definitely  come  to  rest.  lianas 
should  be  grasped  behind  the  neck. 

:.UT-Eh  C.  I  HOT 

1.  Advises  crew  of  estimated  time  of  ditching.  When  time  is 
limited,  he  warns  medical  attendant  with  series  of  short  rin^s  on 

alarm  bell • 

2.  Checks  life  preserver,  loosens  collar  and  tie. 

3*  Warns  1  PACE  FOR  BiTGRIHG  when  1000ft.  above  the  -water  (with 

one  ring  of  alarm  bell.) 

4*  Flies  airplane,  striving  for  as  normal  a  belly  lanuing  as 

possible,  and  to  maintain  control  until  after  final  impact - 

holds  position  until  after  airplane  comes  to  rast.  Besiroys  IFF. 

5«  Helps  lift  raft  thru  astro-dome,  then  ^oes  back  thru  fuse¬ 
lage  fuel  compartment  into  passenger  cabin  to  supervise  all  evacu¬ 
ating  operations  in  the  cabin,  checking  to  see  that  necessary  pro¬ 
visions  are  not  forgotten.  He  closes  all  doors  on  way  bach.  Y/hen 
all  rafts  and  passengers  are  clear  of  the  plane,  he  steps  out  into 
water,  boards  a  raft  and  assumes  command  of  the  life  raft  fleet* 

DUTIE-  CF  CC-FILCT 

1.  If  time  permits,  he  goes  to  the  rear  and  advises  the  chief 
medical  attendant  of  decision  to  ditch  and  of  the  estimated  ditching 

time. 

2.  If  ERFJARE  FOR  BITCHING  signal  if  given  by  way  of  the  alarm 
bells,  he  holds  position,  checks  life  preserver,  and  loosens  collar 
and  tie. 


-  1 


BUT1LS  OF  GO-FILP^(continu  ,d) 


/4* 


3*  Assists  pilot. 

k r*  Braces  for  ditching.  SulIwu  ^&siticn  until  after  final 
inpact  *  j  /  g  Cfe<L>  c.ohj\p4tt  tn  —  n  o-f  t  h  St3  at. 

b  •  Assists  radio  operator  thru  astro-done  and  lifts  raft 
thru  astro-dome  with  pilots  help. 

o.  Hands  provisions  and  radio  to  radio  operator. 

7.  Climbs  thru  astro-done,  boards  raft  with  radio  operator, 
retrieves  radio  equipment  and  provisions:  and  paddles  arounu  to 
rear  to  help  rouna  up  life  rafts,  and  to  assist  patients  to  climb 
aboard  life  rafts. 


DUTIES  OF  IdiVlGATOR 

1.  a.  Relays  estimated  ditching  position  to  ratio  operator, 
b.  Secures  navigators  scat  to  floor,  fully  extended,  draws 

curtains  and  lights  forward  emergency  lite. 

2.  Stows  essential  navigational  equipment  in  bap  and  takes 

it  with  him. 

3.  Checks  life  preserver,  proc  ear  to  cabin  and  removes 
emergency  exits,  where  possible, 

4.  Opens  front  half  of  the  rear  cargo  door. 

5.  Takes  up  ditching  position  behind  life  rafts  near  door 
until  after  final  impact. 

6.  Jettisons  entire  csrC;o  door. 

7.  Supervises  launching  of  rafts  nd  emergency  equipment, 
holding  of  painters  etc.;  Coordinating  launching  with  the  evacu¬ 
ation  of  wounecd  from  plane  into  water. 

8.  Steps  out  into  water  and  boards  raft  f t<  r  n  11  passengers 
have  been  assisted  out  of  plane  into  v/at-^r. 

PUT  Inf.  01'  i-b.LlG  01  mu. TOR 

1.  a.  Sends  initial  distress  signal  on  i roup  frequency  on 
pilots  order  to  PIiLF-idL  FOIi  D1TCLIFO. 
b.  Puts  IFF  to  "LISUiEoS". 

£.  Transmits  estimated  position  of  ditching  as  received 

from  navigator. 

2„  Checks  life  preserver,  and  loosens  collar  and  tie. 

3.  Locks  key  down  and  folds  desk  forward. 

4.  Holds  position  until  after  final  impact  and  airplane  comes 

to  rest. 

3*  Throws  ditching  rope  out  thru  astro-dome  opening  and  climbs 
out  himself.  Inflates  life  preserver. 

6.  Receives  radio  and  emergency  provisions;  also  receives 

raft  and  inflates  it. 

7.  Holds  on  to  painter  until  co-pilot  arrives. 

8.  Boards  raft  after  co-pilot. 

PUT  ILL  OF  FLIGHT  eflGIHHER 

1.  a.  Checks  cockpit  windows ,  making  sure  they  are  closed 
and  locked. 

_b.  Checks  life  preserver. 


ENGINEER  (continued) 


t** 


e,  Removes  astro-dome  (with  axe  if  necessary). 

3«  a  •  Brings  raft  forward  if  tn.k.  permits# 

b.  Brings  rsdio  and  emergency  provisions  forward  if  time 

permits • 

/|#  if  time  permits,  goes  to # rear  to  offer  aid  to  the  medical 
attendants. 

5*  Braces  for  ditching  in  cr^ws  bed#  holds  position  until 
after  plane  comes  to  rest  after  final  impact# 

6.  Proceeds  to  rear  to  help  navigator  launch  lif«_  rafts  and 
emergency  equipment  # 

7.  Boards  last  raft  with  navigator  ar.d  pilot# 


MDICAL  AiTElXiUvTB 


On  the  command  "Prepare  for  Ditching",  the  medical  attendants 
will  secure,  a  life  vest  on  every  patient,  ti^iten  the  litter  safety 
straps,  inspect  and  tighten  nuts  on  litter  holding  bars,  cut  down 
slings,  etc#  In  the  event  any  litter  set-ups  do  not  have  another  set¬ 
up  in  front  of  them  to  the  bulkhead,  a  minimum  of  two  (2)  litters 
will  be  opened  and  secured  in  the  blank  space.  The  medical  attendants 
will  don  their  own  life  vests,  pistol  belts,  medical  officer's  kit 
and  canteen.  The  medical  attendants  will  open  the  forward  half  of 
rear  cabin  door  if  the  navigator  has  not  already  done  so.  Ke  will 
then  throw  cut  all  non-essential  equipment  that  is  loose.  This 
includes  the  chest,  air  ambulance,  empty  thermos,  luggage,  rifles, 
freight,  spare  parts,  etc#  Only  then  will  he  assist  the  nurse (s). 
Extra  blankets  and  blanket  sets  will  not  be  jettisoned. 

At  the  command  "Brace  for  Ditching",  water  contact  is  eminent, 
and  the  medical  crew  must  cease  all  work  on  patients  and  make  prep¬ 
arations  for  their  own  security.  Two  ijove  forward  to  the  bulkhead, 
bringing  blankets  and  blanket  sets,  the  others  take  position  behind 
the  life  rafts,  backs  to  the  rafts  facing  the  rear.  The  door  to  the 
gasoline  compartment  is  opened  3lightly  and  a  folded  blanket  is  in¬ 
serted  in  the  crack  to  prevent  jamming  of  the  door.  Blanket  sets 
and  blankets  are  placed  against tthe  door  and  bulkhead.  The  crew 
then  sets  on  the  floor,  back  to  the  padded  bulkhead,  placir^,  thick 
padding  of  blankets  between  the  head  and  the  bulkhead.  No  one  is 
to  move  from  position  until  a  few  seconds  after  the  second  impact. 
Then  the  senior  medical  attendant  will  supervise  the  evacuating  of 
the  wounded  into  the  water.  The  Nurses  will  remove  litter  securing 
straps,  loosen  fittings  on  litters  of  patients  unable  to  move  out. 
Ambulatory  cases  unable  to  assist  in  helping  remove  more  seriously 
wounded  will  move  to  the  roar,  enter  water,  inflate  vests,  and 
enter  rafts.  The  flight  crew  will  enter  the  plane  and  assist  ir. 
removal  of  other  cases#  At  all  times  the  medical  crew  is  under  the 
conmand  of  the  senior  officer  of  the  flight  crew  available,  who, 
with  the  technical  advice  of  the  senior  medical  crew  member,  may 
modify  this  procedure  to  fit  any  existing  requirement. 


W.  0.  BUNGE, 
life jor,  Air  Corps, 
Chief  lilot# 
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